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The news of my brother Shahbaz Bhatti’s assassination changed my life forever. It was a moment 
of profound sorrow and unimaginable loss. While our family mourned the loss of a beloved 
brother, Pakistan lost a courageous leader whose unwavering commitment to justice, human 
rights, and religious freedom inspired countless people around the world.

Shahbaz served as Pakistan’s Federal Minister for Minorities Affairs and was the only Christian 
member of the federal cabinet. A tireless advocate for the oppressed, he courageously defended 
Asia Bibi, the first Christian woman sentenced to death under Pakistan’s blasphemy 
laws, and called for reforms to legislation that has too often been misused 
against innocent people. His principled stand brought repeated death threats 
from extremists.

On 2nd March 2011, as Shahbaz travelled from our mother’s home in 
Islamabad, gunmen ambushed his vehicle. They fired 26 bullets, killing 
him, and left behind pamphlets claiming responsibility for the attack.

His body was laid to rest in our native village of Khushpur, but 
his voice was not buried with him. His legacy continues to inspire 
those who defend persecuted Christians around the world including 
children facing discrimination, churches attacked because of their 
faith, families denied basic human dignity, and Christian girls who 
are abducted, forcibly converted, and abused.

This year marks the 15th anniversary of Shahbaz’s martyrdom. 
It also marks the 10th anniversary of Aid to the Church 
in Need’s #RedWednesday campaign, which has 
united Christians worldwide in prayer, solidarity, and 
advocacy for those who suffer because of their faith.

Like Shahbaz, Aid to the Church in Need’s 
Persecuted and Forgotten? report gives a voice 
to the suffering Church. By sharing these stories, 
it reminds us that religious persecution remains 
a painful reality for millions of Christians today.

Shortly before his assassination, Shahbaz said, 
“I believe in Jesus Christ, who has given His own 
life for us, and I am ready to die for a cause.” 
He remained faithful to those words until 
his final breath.

As we reflect on his witness, let us ask 
ourselves: What are we willing to do for 
our persecuted brothers and sisters?

By Peter Bhatti

THE VOICE OF MY 
BROTHER LIVES ON
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COUNTRIES OVERVIEW
Persecuted and Forgotten? examines the challenges facing Christians in 18 countries. These are not 
necessarily the 18 most dangerous places in which to live if you are a Christian, but rather those countries 
in which the situation of the faithful has been of particular concern during the period under review. 

ACN (UK) has drawn on a number of sources including publicly available data and information from 
the local Church. While drawing on quantitative analyses (e.g. the Pew Forum’s Social Hostilities Index), 
ultimately Persecuted and Forgotten? represents a qualitative analysis of the available data.

Although President Al-Sharaa’s 
transitional government assured 
Christians their rights would be 
recognised, evidence shows violence 
against Christians rose markedly and 
their numbers declined. See p. 36.

SYRIA

Christians in the north-east faced 
increased persecution including 
murders, abductions, and destruction 
of churches from jihadists. Attacks 
included beheadings and the forced 
displacement of thousands of 
Christians. See p. 25.

MOZAMBIQUEChristians have been targeted 
for mass attacks, killings and 
abductions as part of extremist 
violence. Upscaled attacks on 
mostly Christian settlements 
across the Middle Belt have 
contributed to more than 3 million 
IDPs across Nigeria. See p. 28.

NIGERIA

One of the main epicentres of 
Islamist violence in the Sahel, 
jihadist groups control at least 40 
percent of the country, imposing 
extremist Islam. Christians have 
been targeted in the campaign to 
impose Islamist ideology. See p. 12.

BURKINA FASO

The government expanded its 
crackdown on Christian groups. It has 
arbitrarily arrested, imprisoned and 
exiled Christian leaders and others. 
See p. 26.

NICARAGUA

Mali now ranks fifth globally for 
terrorist activity. Christians in 
areas under Islamist occupation 
face oppression including church 
burnings and religious taxes. 
Christians experience such severe 
persecution they are unable to live 
in many areas under jihadist rule. 
See p. 24.

MALI

Despite positive state overtures to 
religious communities, Christian 
women continue to be abducted, 
new church sites remain a magnet for 
violence, and Christians still struggle 
for full equality in all aspects of 
society. See p. 16.

EGYPT
Restrictions over property 
ownership and the training of 
clergy remain unresolved, with 
sporadic attacks against Christian 
communities continuing. See p. 37.

TURKEY

4   |   Persecuted and Forgotten?



The endemic forced conversion 
and marriage of minority faith girls 
shows every sign of getting worse 
with courts invoking Shari  ̒ a law 
to override protective legislation. 
Concerns grew about increasing 
blasphemy cases. See p. 32.

PAKISTAN
Hundreds of incidents of 
increasing anti-Christian violence 
saw worship disrupted, churches 
vandalised and physical assaults. 
In an atmosphere of Hindutva 
populism, state “anti conversion” 
laws legitimise attacks. See p. 20.

INDIA
Christians experienced severe 
repression: house churches raided; 
and arrest and detention of Christians 
increased. Christians have been 
accused of acting as “foreign agents” 
leading to rising persecution. 
See p. 22.

IRAN
Although Kurdistan provides a safe 
haven for many Christians, incidents 
of harassment by militias and 
sporadic violence against Christian 
communities continued to remain a 
general issue. Legal discrimination 
still persists for converts. See p. 23.

IRAQ

 = Better

 = Slightly better

 
= No change

 = Slightly Worse

 = Worse

PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS 
COMPARED WITH 2022—2024

Positive rhetoric and goodwill 
gestures from authorities still vie with 
the draconian imposition of intrusive 
laws like Decree 95. Ethnic Christian 
groups in the highlands continued to 
be persecuted harshly. See p. 38.

VIETNAM

“Underground” churches faced 
“intensified” persecution, and new 
government regulations tightened 
state control of religious material 
such as the September 2025 Code 
of Conduct for Religious Teachers 
and Personnel. See p. 14.

CHINA

The military junta continues to 
commit serious human rights 
violations including attacks on 
religious sites — with claims 300+ 
churches have been laid to waste. 
Some ministers of religion have been 
kidnapped or even killed. See p. 13.

BURMA (MYANMAR)

Repression of religion is integral 
to the state and Christians live out 
their faith in extreme secrecy, with 
reports that people even keep their 
beliefs hidden from their spouses. 
Believers make up a large number 
of those in prisons and labour 
camps. See p. 30.

NORTH KOREA

While in the last few months under 
examination Christians were 
released and there were no new 
arbitrary arrests, nevertheless the 
general picture has remained one of 
consistent intrusive interference in 
religious life. See p. 18.

ERITREA
In the midst of civil war, Sudan is 
enduring the largest humanitarian crisis 
in the world, bordering on “genocide”, 
where persecution of Christians is 
increasing: churches attacked, priests 
tortured and Christians pressured to 
convert. See p. 34.

SUDAN
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Main Findings

PERSECUTED  
AND FORGOTTEN?

Standing close to the spot where his ordeal began, not 
far from the northern Nigerian city of Zaria, Christian 
man Solomon Ako, 33, told Aid to the Church in Need 
(ACN) what happened when militants descended on his 
village in northern Nigeria and kidnapped him. 

His voice quaking with emotion, Solomon explained 
how he and other hostages were held for hours at a time 
up to their necks in cold water. 

Solomon’s story is one of countless many recorded by 
ACN as the charity assessed the scale of human rights 
violations against Christians. 

Persecuted and Forgotten? A Report on Christians 
oppressed for their Faith 2024-26 provides first-hand 
testimony, case studies, country, regional and global 
analysis investigating the extent to which Christians 
are targeted around the world. Even before the two-
year period covered in this report, there were signs 
that the oppression of Christians was increasing. The 
latest data from Pew Research Center indicates that 
anti-Christian harassment ranging from verbal abuse to 
killings occurred in 165 countries in 2023, up from 160 in 
2021.1 By this measure, Christians suffered harassment 
in more countries than any other group, with the gap 
between Christians and other faiths widening when the 
harassment of religious groups was already at an all-
time high. Speaking at the United Nations in Geneva in 
March 2026, Archbishop Ettore Balestrero, the Holy See’s 
Permanent Observer, said “Christians are subjected 

to physical violence, subjugation, false detention, the 
expropriation of their property, enslavement, forced 
exile and even murder because of their religious beliefs.” 
According to research by ACN, around 220 million 
Christians are directly exposed to persecution, which 
encompasses the sort of violations described above 
by the archbishop.

This edition of Persecuted and Forgotten? assesses 
the situation in 18 countries where religious freedom 
violations against Christians are of particular concern. 
The review period ran from 1st August 2024 to 30th June 
2026 and assessed whether the religious freedom 
landscape for Christians had worsened since 2022-24. 

Persecuted and Forgotten? 2024-26 found that in 
just over half (55 percent) of the countries surveyed, 
oppression against Christians had worsened since the 
last report. In many, if not most cases, this deterioration 
affected specific regions rather than entire countries. 
The report uncovered factors which explain why 
persecution and oppression have worsened not only 
in individual countries but across continents.

Global findings
The report’s global findings are as follows: 

Oppression of Christians by authoritarian regimes 
has grown to unprecedented levels in countries 
with global or regional influence where anti-West 
sentiment has surged.
•	 �In China, repression has intensified as authorities 

aligned religious doctrine more closely with 
communist principles causing mass detentions, 
jailing clergy on legal technicalities, closing 
churches and controlling online religious content. 

•	 In Iran, arrests of Christians doubled within 12 
months as crackdowns intensified. 

•	 �In Nicaragua, the regime increased its crackdown on 
Christians, arresting and exiling clergy, preventing 
ordinations, seizing Church institutions and 
preventing people entering the country with Bibles.

“ They immediately asked us to convert 
and, when we refused, they started 

beating us. They flogged us with whips. 
Our legs were put in chains. Shackles 

[were] placed round our ankles.”

A funeral in Bihar State, India.
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Christians have been increasingly branded 
“unwanted aliens” in countries where religio-
nationalism is to blame for increasing oppression, 
violent incidents and the weaponisation of legislation 
against minorities. 
•	 �In India, an increase in states adopting “anti-

conversion” laws was linked to a rise in attacks on 
Christians — with reports of extremists burning 
Christmas decorations, and Christians being 
prevented from burying their dead or even being 
forced to exhume the bodies of loved ones.

•	 �In Pakistan, increasingly influential Islamist groups 
framed minorities as a demographic threat, resulting 
in endemic abuse of Christian minorities, notably 
girls and young women forced to convert and marry.

Christians from coast to coast across Sub-Saharan 
Africa are at risk amid the worst hyper-extremist 
attacks since the height of the Daesh (ISIS) violence 
in the Middle East.
•	 �Six of the top 10 countries in the 2026 Global 

Terrorism Index were in Africa (see below), with the 
threat having spread from Africa’s east coast to its 
western shores.2

•	 �In Mozambique, Islamist militants openly declared 
their intent to establish a caliphate with reports of 
1,000 Christians killed in Cabo Delgado since 2017 
— beheadings, kidnapping of children as well as 
churches and homes torched.

•	 In Burkina Faso, amid reports that at least 40 
percent of the country is controlled by Islamists, 
some Christians have been forced to follow Islamist 
customs including dress code, while others were 
summarily executed. 

Millions of Christians are part of a mass exodus 
of those displaced in conflict zones, some of it 
religiously motivated. This has spread, turning 
entire swathes of countries in Africa and Asia 
into danger zones.
•	 In Nigeria, at least 1 million Christians were among 

the more than 3.5 million internally displaced as 
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A garden is tended 
in the grounds 
of this ruined 
church in Vietnam.
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entire communities fled towns and villages 
amid exponential violence, especially in the 
north/Middle Belt. Bandits, ethnic groups and 
jihadists have attacked Christian and other faith 
groups, prompting criticism of government for 
its failure to uphold the rule of law.

•	 In Sudan, accusations of war crimes and brutal 
Islamist oppression have been reported as the 
country faces the world’s largest displacement 
crisis. After more than three years, the civil war 
has so far resulted in the damage or destruction 
of more than 100 churches.

A global context marked by conflict and political 
upheaval in the Middle East has heightened fears 
for the survival of Christianity in core parts of its 
ancient heartland.
•	 In Syria, at a time of continued upheaval, 

following the downfall of the Assad regime, 
leading clerics publicly warned of a possible 
existential threat to the Church amid reports its 
Christian population had declined by more than 
80 percent since 2011. 

•	 In southern Lebanon, attacks caused a mass 
exodus of people and destruction of Church 
properties, causing Christian communities 
to become ghost towns.

Africa
Christian persecution in Africa has increased — with six 
of the 10 countries most affected by terrorism in the 
Global Terrorism Index 2026 found on the continent. 
Burkina Faso (2nd), Niger (3rd), Nigeria (4th), Mali (5th) 
Somalia (7th) and Democratic Republic of Congo (8th) 
indicate that the Sahel region is now at the epicentre, 
signalling a geographical shift and a concerning trend in 
global terrorism. Cameroon and Mozambique are also 
in the top 20.3 Christian communities in these countries 
have been disproportionately impacted, as they are for 
the most part targeted by jihadist groups or caught in 
broader patterns of sectarian and communal violence.

The countries most affected — especially Nigeria, 
Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger — contain significant 
Christian populations, often living alongside Muslim 
majorities. Groups linked to Islamic State and  

The Church of 
the Immaculate 
Conception 
in Mocímboa 
da Praia, 
Mozambique 
was destroyed 
by jihadists 
in June 2020.
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Al-Qaeda affiliates (such as JNIM) have expanded rapidly 
across the Sahel and surrounding regions. These groups 
operate across borders, making them difficult to contain 
and increasing the regional spread of violence. 

In fragile states where governance is weak, extremist 
groups exploit religious divisions to advance their 
agendas.4 In regions such as northern Nigeria and the 
central Sahel, terrorist groups have attacked churches, 
clergy, and Christian villages. Kidnappings, murders and 
beheadings are not uncommon. This has contributed to 
the perception — and often the reality — of Christians being 
specifically vulnerable within a wider conflict environment.

Terrorist violence has driven millions from their homes 
and Christian communities, particularly those in rural or 
border regions, have experienced displacement, loss of 
livelihoods, and destruction of religious infrastructure, 
including churches and schools. Persistent attacks 
undermine the ability of Christians to worship safely and 
engender fears that violence and displacement could 
lead to long-term changes in the religious composition 
of affected regions.5

Many terrorist attacks are tied to local grievances, 
including ethnic or communal disputes, which 
extremists exploit to recruit fighters and expand 
their influence.6

Middle East 
Conflict dominated the region as the ramifications of 
Hamas’s 7th October 2023 attack on Israel continued to 
reverberate. Israeli operations in Gaza killed or displaced 
thousands, with the Holy Family and Saint Porphyrius 
churches serving as sanctuaries for those Christians 
fleeing the violence.7 The conflict also spread into 
Lebanon following Israeli strikes on the Iranian-backed 
militant group Hezbollah. The tensions in the region were 
further inflamed by the US-Iran war in February 2026.8

In Syria, the long-running civil war ended with the 
defeat of Bashar Al-Assad, and the installation of 
the former Islamist Jihadist commander from Hay’at 
Tahrir al-Sham (HTS), Ahmed Hussein Al-Sharaa as 
president. In the aftermath of Assad’s downfall, attacks 
against minority communities increased, especially 
the Alawites and Druze minorities. Christians have 

Jihadists destroyed the icon of Jesus 
and St Mary in St George’s Melkite 
Church when they seized the Syrian 
shrine town of Maaloula. M
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Msepera Ujam with her child in an 
IDP camp in Guma, Nigeria. Extremist 
Fulani herdsmen killed her husband 
and smeared his blood all over her 
body “as a warning”.
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been targeted, with a devastating suicide attack on 
Mar Elias Church in Damascus that left 23 dead, and 65 
injured.9 It was the largest single attack on Christians 
since the 1860 Damascus Massacre.10 So far, it has been 
difficult to ascertain the impact of these acts of violence 
on the Christian community in Syria as a whole.11

Islamist militias and non-state actors remain a malign 
influence in the region, harassing and attacking 
minority Christian communities. Some progress has 
been made in disarming militias, particularly in Iraq, 
where two of the most powerful Shi’a groups in the 
Popular Mobilisation Force (PMF) have said they will 
hand their weapons over to the state.12 However, from 
Lebanon to Iraq, and Syria, militias continue to play 
a destabilising role in the Middle East.

Conflict also renewed fears among Christian communities 
about whether their future in the region is sustainable. 
Israeli operations against Hezbollah have emptied 
Christian towns along the Israel-Lebanon border. At 
least one million people have been displaced across 
the country.13 Iran’s latest attack on US bases in Iraq 
near Erbil’s Christian quarter has also raised fears of a 
new exodus, with Church leaders questioning whether 
Christian families will remain amid the violence.14

Legal and administrative restrictions against Christians 
continue across much of the region. In Egypt, home to 
the Middle East’s largest Christian community, reports 
continued of Christian women and girls being kidnapped 
for forced conversion and marriage. At the same time, 
the authorities have taken some positive steps to allow 
Christians to renovate and build churches although these 
measures have not been applied consistently.15 Conversely, 
in Turkey, Christians continue to face sustained pressure 
through legal and administrative restrictions. Turkish 
authorities have made it difficult to build new churches, 
reflecting a wider pattern of state-led suppression carried 
out through legalistic means rather than overt violence. 

Overall, conflict and instability continue to be a 
significant threat to the Christian presence in the Middle 
East, which could lead to further displacement of 
Christian communities. 

Asia
State authoritarianism continues to threaten 
religious freedom in parts of Asia, driving repression, 
discrimination and persecution. In North Korea and 
China, Christianity is not infrequently seen as a harmful 
western influence threatening national cohesion. In 
North Korea basic Christian activities, such as possessing 
a Bible or participating in worship, can lead to arrest. 
Estimates suggest Christians represent a significant 
proportion of the up to 190,000 prisoners thought to 
be held in jail or labour camps. In China, repression 
escalated as authorities sought to align doctrine with 
Communist Party principles. There are reports of mass 
detentions, clerics jailed on legal technicalities and 

M
AI

N 
FI

ND
IN

GS

Im
ag

e:
 R

ad
io

 V
er

ita
s M

an
da

la
y

closure of places of worship, while new laws allow 
tighter control over online religious content. Vietnam 
presents a more mixed picture: the older Communist 
patterns of restrictive control are still present, but vie 
with the view that religious freedom has constructive 
value within a socialist society. Nevertheless, ethnic 
Christian communities in the highlands still face harsh 
persecution. China and Vietnam both regulate the 
appointment of leaders in registered religious groups. 

In India, nationalism rather than communism has led to 
authoritarianism entering the religious sphere. Despite 
increasingly restrictive legislation (e.g. “anti-conversion 
laws”), the biggest problem remains social hostility. 
India saw over 700 incidents of anti-Christian violence in 
2025, driven in part by rhetoric from Hindutva nationalist 
groups stressing that growing minority groups have 
diminished the Hindu population. In Pakistan, groups 
such as Tehreek-e-Labbaik also frame minorities as a 
demographic threat, helping drive abuses including the 
abduction, forced conversion and marriage of girls and 
young women. In both countries, Christians and other 
religious minorities face attacks ranging from physical 
assaults to disruption of worship. 

Recent incidents apparently indicate a pattern of 
church buildings being specifically targeted as part 
of hostilities against Christians. In Pakistan’s Punjab 
Province, in January 2026, the church in Ghanekey 
village had its cross desecrated, and Bibles and hymn 
books torn up.16 In India, state authorities have been 
implicated in attempts to destroy churches. In June 2025 
Maharashtra State government announced plans to 
demolish churches17 it considered to be “unauthorised.” 
Shiloh Church of Christ in Pune was marked for 
demolition in April 2026.18 Similarly, church buildings 
have been targeted during attacks on believers in 
Laos,19 and in Burma (Myanmar) the junta has bombed 
places of worship as part of its campaign against 
those opposing its rule.
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Conclusion
Receiving an ACN delegation in October 2025, Pope Leo 
XIV declared that religious freedom is “a cornerstone 
of any just society for it safeguards the moral space in 
which conscience may be informed and exercised”.20 
The Pontiff went further, stating: “Religious freedom, 
therefore, is not merely a legal right or a privilege to us 
granted by governments; it is a foundational condition 
that makes reconciliation possible.” 

The fundamental precepts of religious freedom 
are set out in Article 18 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, a document the Pope hailed in his 
encyclical Magnifica Humanitas as “one of the highest 
expressions of human conscience of our time”.21 
Article 18 guarantees the right to religious freedom 
— and to manifest your beliefs either alone or in 
community, in private or public, through worship, 
teaching and observance.22

The evidence cited in Persecuted and Forgotten? 2024-
26 demonstrates not only that Article 18 is ignored in 
many parts of the world but that many of the worst 
violations are against Christians. Indeed, the scale 
and severity of Christian persecution today amounts 
to a human rights catastrophe, one that is worsening 
in many places. That this should come as a surprise 
to so many reflects the prevailing view in the West 
which presumes that most Christians are to be found 
in the northern hemisphere where their faith is 
accepted — or even part of the culture — and where 
there are no significant obstacles to its practice. The 
reality, however, is that most Christians live in the 
less wealthy global south and are scattered widely in 
cultures increasingly hostile to them. Amid a rise in 
nationalism, extremism and anti-Western sentiment 
they are frequently seen as unwanted aliens in their 
own countries. Rarely is religious animosity the sole 
driver of acts of hatred towards Christians. Mostly it 
forms part of a matrix of factors which can include 
ethnicity, access to resources, poverty and politics. 
The lack of religious literacy in the West is such that 
anti-Christian animus is frequently downplayed in 
favour of other factors. Hence a skewed understanding 
of the human rights context often exacerbates an 
already critical situation for persecuted Christians. 

ACN remains committed to religious freedom and 
helping persecuted Christians. Solomon Ako, the 
man from northern Nigeria kidnapped and repeatedly 
assaulted after he refused to abandon his Christian 
faith, told ACN that in the depths of his suffering what 
kept him strong was knowing that there were people 
around the world, praying for him, speaking up and 
advocating his cause. He said: “Every night when 
our kidnappers were asleep, we prayed. We prayed 
knowing that we were not alone, that there were 
people like you who would never abandon us. That 
was what kept us strong then and that is what keeps 
us strong now.”

Left: The Church of the Assumption, built in 1894, 
was destroyed by the Burmese junta in January 2023. 
The historic church in Chan Thar was significant to 
the Catholic community: Archbishop Joseph U Win 
the very first indigenous bishop had been baptised 
there as a child at the turn of the twentieth century, 
and numerous priests and nuns were nurtured in 
their faith there as they grew up.

Above: Pope Leo XIV praying the Regina Cæli 
in St Peter’s Square on 11th May 2025, just days 
after he was elected.
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BURKINA FASO 
COUNTRY PROFILE 

expelled or even publicly executed. Where insurgents 
allow Christians to practise their faith, this is restricted 
to inside churches, and it cannot be taught to children.26 
A local source told ACN: “Sometimes the Christians 
are permitted to pray, but just as quickly they can be 
subjected to abuse, to make them flee.”27

Islamist violence has targeted both military and civilian 
populations, including religious communities.28 As part 
of the jihadists’ attempt to impose their own extremist 
ideology, Christians have been consistently singled 
out, with churches attacked and believers summarily 
executed. It is very difficult to provide reliable figures, 
but between May and August 2024, around 100 Christians 
were reported killed in the Zekuy-Doumbala pastoral 
region.29 While Christians are not the only group to suffer, 
nevertheless the Islamist terrorists display a clear animus 
against the faith.

In 2026, Burkina Faso was ranked second in the Global 
Terrorism Index, having held first or second place since 
2023.23 Once considered a model of inter-religious harmony 
in West Africa, it has sharply deteriorated since Islamist 
attacks began in 2015. Initially infiltrating the north from 
neighbouring Mali, extremist groups linked to transnational 
jihadi networks — including the local Islamic State group 
and Al-Qaeda affiliate Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-
Muslimin (JNIM) — have extended their presence to every 
region except the south. The Islamists are also involved 
with organised crime, such as drug trafficking, smuggling 
and illegal mining.24 

Now one of the main epicentres of jihadist violence in the 
Sahel, militant groups control at least 40 percent of the 
country,25 mostly in rural areas. They often coerce villagers 
to follow Islamic customs, making women veil their faces 
in public and men grow beards. Those who refuse are 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

AUGUST 2024 On Sunday 25th, JNIM extremists killed 26 
men from Sanaba village in Nouna Diocese. Insurgents 
separated out all males over 12 years who were 
Christians (Catholics and Protestants), practitioners of 
traditional religions or those thought hostile to jihadist 
ideology. They were taken to the nearby Protestant 
church and their throats cut. In the following days, 
jihadists targeted three nearby Catholic parishes close to 
the border with Mali, triggering the flight of around 5,000 
women and children to Nouna.

JANUARY 2025 Four catechists from Ouakara parish 
were ambushed near Bondokuy while returning from 
a training session on Saturday 25th. The group was 

travelling on two motorcycles: those on the first 
motorcycle fled into the forest, but the other two 
were murdered. 

AUGUST 2025 Women in a parish in Pibaoré formed 
a human shield to protect their priest, after he was 
attacked during Mass. Bishop Théophile Naré of 
Kaya said “This heroic act was not picked up by the 
media, but it remains an important symbol of faith 
and solidarity”.30

OCTOBER 2025 A catechist from Kouala commune 
in Fada N’Gourma Diocese was kidnapped during 
Mass on Sunday 5th. A local source told ACN: “He was 
specifically targeted. The goal is to spread fear among 
the Christians.” He was subsequently released.31
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destroyed — and 259 clerics and civilians in them killed 
— in 2025.37 The Burma Research Institute estimated 343 
Christian churches or buildings were attacked by junta 
soldiers from  the start of the war until the end of 2025.38

There is a history of discrimination against religious 
minorities in this predominantly Buddhist country 
which has fluctuated over the years. The Civil War has 
had varied effects: in some areas Buddhist extremism 
has grown, elsewhere the opposite is true as the junta’s 
cruel treatment of the population has promoted solidarity 
among different groups irrespective of ethnicity or religion. 
In isolated incidents, ministers of religion have been 
kidnapped or even killed. Rev’d Pau Muan Lian was seized 
before being forcibly conscripted in November 2025.39 

In February 2026, Burma entered the sixth year of the civil 
war that followed the military junta coup. The military 
continues to perpetrate serious human rights violations 
including attacks on religious sites, such as the Church of the 
Sacred Heart — intended to be the cathedral for the new 
Diocese of Mindat — which was bombed in February 2025.32 
Initially such attacks seemed to echo the targeting of ethnic 
Christian churches that occurred under pre-2011 military 
rule,33 but quickly encompassed all religious groups. Despite 
the military’s association with Buddhist nationalism,34 a 
significant number of Buddhist places of worship have been 
targeted,35 including an airstrike on Sein Yadanar Monastery 
in March 2025.36 While accurate figures are difficult to obtain, 
the United States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF) stated that 379 religious sites were 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

FEBRUARY 2025 Less than a fortnight after it was 
chosen as the cathedral of the newly created Mindat 
Diocese, the Sacred Heart Church in Mindat, Chin 
State, was left in ruins by airstrikes. Attacks on the 
compound had been ongoing since the beginning 
of December 2024.

MARCH 2025 Junta soldiers torched St Patrick’s 
Cathedral in Banmaw, Kachin State, on the evening 
of 16th March — the day before the cathedral was 
scheduled to celebrate the feast of its patron sant. 
Over the previous weeks soldiers had destroyed other 
buildings in the cathedral complex including the 
presbytery, diocesan offices and a school.40

DECEMBER 2025 Junta authorities ordered churches 
in Kachin State to hold Christmas celebrations before 

20th December to avoid conflicting with elections 
scheduled for 28th of the month.41 

FEBRUARY 2026 The World Council of Churches 
condemned a junta air strike on the predominantly 
Christian village of Tlangkhua in Chin State on Tuesday 
10th. A missile hit near the new church building which 
was still under construction and most victims were 
members of the Mennonite Church. Among the dead 
were its deacon, treasurer and two youth leaders; and 
eleven other church members needed emergency 
medical treatment.42

MARCH 2026 Politician and human-rights activist 
Dr Sasa went on record, saying Christians in Chin 
State are second-class citizens, and experience 
problems accessing education and healthcare. He 
also highlighted historic atrocities committed by junta 
soldiers, including the rape of Chin Christian women.43 

BURMA (MYANMAR)
COUNTRY PROFILE 
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A wave of arrests of Christians started in late 2025 
and continued into early 2026, targeting unregistered 
organisations such the Early Rain Covenant Church in 
Chengdu, central China.44 Legally Buddhism, Catholicism, 
Islam, Protestantism and Taoism are recognised religions 
and their followers are permitted to practise under 
the auspices of one of the state sanctioned ‘patriotic 
associations’ which seeks to control religion in line with 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) principles. But many 
Christians refuse to accept this. According to USCIRF: 
“Religious leaders and community members who refuse 
to submit to the CCP’s intrusive system of control face 
harassment, fines, detention, political re-education, 
forced labour, imprisonment, enforced disappearance, 
torture, and other abuse.”45

Even for approved churches there are legal restrictions, 
for example, the 2018 Regulations on Religious Affairs 
restrict faith activity. A growing number of provinces 
including Henan and Xinjiang prohibit anyone under 
18 from participating in worship. The September 2025 
Online Code of Conduct for Religious Personnel made 
publishing religious content online without a “special 
licence” illegal. It banned live-streaming liturgies, 
prayer meetings, and religious instruction for children, 
and online preaching on unlicensed websites. Only 
state-registered denominations are allowed websites. 
All online activity must demonstrate “support for 
the leadership of the Communist Party of China”.46

SELECTED INCIDENTS

DECEMBER 2024 Underground Catholic Bishop 
Peter Shao Zhumin of Wenzhou was fined ¥200,000 
— equivalent to US$27,000 — for celebrating Mass. 
The Friday 27th service for the start of the Jubilee 
Year of Hope, which was not ‘legally authorised’, 
was attended by 200 people. In March 2025 he was 
detained for several days after not paying the fine.47

MARCH 2025 China gave 15-day sentences to two 
members of the Wheatseed Reform Church in the 
eastern Anhui Province for “using cult activities 
to endanger society.” They refused to join the 
government-backed Three-Self Patriotic Movement.48 

JUNE 2025 Pastors Li Jie, Elder Han Xiaodong and 
Wang Qiang from the underground Linfen Covenant 
Home Church in Shanxi Province received prison 
sentences on Friday 20th for “fraud” at a secret trial.49 

OCTOBER 2025 At least 30 leading members of the 
underground Zion Church were seized including its 
founder Rev’d Jin Mingri. He was taken from his home 
in Beihai, Guangxi Region on “suspicion of the illegal use 
of information networks”. Members were also arrested 
in Shanghai, Beijing, Zhejiang, Guangxi, Shandong, 
Sichuan and Henan. The community had about 5,000 
members in almost 50 cities who heard sermons 
via Zoom and gathered in small groups. The arrests 
followed the introduction of the new Online Code of 
Conduct for Religious Personnel.50 Twelve members 
were still detained at the end of January 2026.

JANUARY 2026 Authorities demolished part of the 
unregistered Yayang Church’s building in Wenzhou. 
This followed the arrest of around 100 of its members 
between 13th and 18th December 2025.51 

MAY 2026 Authorities arrested six Christians in Kaili 
City, Guizhou Province for organising a Sunday school 
and other Church activities for children.52

CHINA 
COUNTRY PROFILE 
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CASE STUDY
HIS CRIME — SELLING HYMN BOOKS

CH
IN

AFather Ma Xianshi, a senior priest in China’s state-
approved Catholic Patriotic Association, was put on trial 
in November 2025 for selling hymn books.

The hymn book in question was Tianlu Miaoyin 
(Heavenly Melodies). It is a legally approved publication, 
licensed by the Chinese Communist Party’s Zhejiang 
Religious Department. Tianlu Miaoyin is used throughout 
the provinces of Jiangsu, Shanghai and Fujian, as well 
as Zhejiang. 

The book was being sold in a Catholic bookshop run by 
layman Zhuang Qiantuan in Yiwu city, Zhejiang Province. 
State prosecutors alleged the book was being sold 
illegally, as religious publications can only be distributed 
within faith communities. Mr Qiantuan was also charged 
and pleaded guilty.

Father Ma was responsible for sales as the administrator 
of the state church in Wenzhou Diocese.* He was 
appointed to run the diocese in September 2016 after 
the death of his Bishop Vincent Zhu Wei-Fang. Bishop 
Peter Shao Zumin, the coadjutor bishop, should have 
automatically taken over, but state authorities doubted 
his loyalty to the Communist Party. Prior to Father Ma’s 
arrest in November 2024, he was also vice president 
of  Zhejiang Province’s Catholic Affairs Committee.

Local sources suggested Father Ma fell from favour 
for resisting the imposition of a government bishop in 
Wenzhou Diocese — which would be canonically irregular 
— and allegedly having met Vatican officials, without prior 
Communist Party permission, during a pilgrimage to Rome. 

His trial was originally set for 1st July 2025 at Yiwu 
City Court, but three days earlier, after more than 300 
Catholics from Wenzhou asked to attend the proceeding, 
the court postponed the trial to a later date. 

It finally took place on 13th November 2025. Catholics 
who registered to be present were allegedly pressured 
or threatened to deter them from attending. Only two 
registered attendees turned up: diocesan priests who 
were accompanied by government officials throughout 
proceedings. However, a number of Catholics who 
had not registered in advance also attended, leading 
authorities to open an adjacent courtroom with live 
video feed so they could follow the hearing. Father Ma 
blessed the parishioners who turned up to support 
him before he left the court. 

Father Ma denied any wrongdoing, stating that the 
sale of the book was a pastoral duty. When prosecutors 
stated 50,000 copies had been sold generating ¥1.5 
million, he stressed he had received no personal 
benefit from the sale. 

No verdict was announced until June 2026 when 
it emerged he had been found guilty and sentenced 
to 18 months in jail. But in a surprise move he was 
released early on 22nd July.

Sources 
Andrew Law, “Father Ma, a former ‘patriotic’ administrator in 
the Diocese of Wenzhou, also arrested,” AsiaNews, 11th July 2025 
https://www.asianews.it/news-en/Father-Ma,-a-former-patriotic-
administrator-in-the-Diocese-of-Wenzhou,-also-arrested-63489.html 

Andrew Law “Wenzhou: Father Ma on trial for the illegal sale of 
church hymn books,” AsiaNews, 14th November 2025 https://
www.asianews.it/news-en/Wenzhou:-Father-Ma-on-trial-for-the-
illegal-sale-of-church-hymn-books-64282.html 

“A Catholic Priest in Wenzhou is on Trial for Alleged ‘Illegal Sales’: 
Supporters Claim There Are Other Political Motives Behind the 
Case”, China Aid, 20th November 2025 https://chinaaid.org/news/
a-catholic-priest-in-wenzhou-is-on-trial-for-alleged-illegal-sales-
supporters-claim-there-are-other-political-motives-behind-the-
case/ [all sites accessed 08/06/26].

* �Wenzhou Diocese is part of the Ecclesiastical Province of Hangzhou 
which roughly mirrors the borders of Zhejiang Province.
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Families still report girls being abducted, forced to convert 
to Islam and coerced into marriage — particularly in Upper 
Egypt. Islamic institutions, including Al-Azhar,53 and police 
have been accused of complicity. Comprehensive figures 
are hard to come by, but more than 30 kidnapping cases 
were documented in 2024.54 

In Upper Egypt, communities also suffered violent attacks 
and authorities often fail to hold perpetrators to account.55 
Customary reconciliation, a parallel system for ending 
disputes, is often used in these situations, but this system 
penalises Christians, who have been pressured to accept 
the will of the majority community (see October 2025).

Despite serious ongoing problems, positive signs continue to 
be seen in the largest Christian community in the Arab world, 
e.g. in December 2024, the Ministry of Justice and Egypt’s 
five officially recognised Christian denominations signed the 
long-awaited draft of the Personal Status Law for Christians. 
Amongst its provisions men and women can inherit equally. 

Following criticisms that there were major delays 
approving new Christian buildings — a power previously 
restricted to Egypt’s president — the 2016 Church 
Construction Law devolved this authority. As of April 2026, 
3,804 out of c.5,500 applications had legal recognition.56 
But the legislation has not been universally implemented, 
and attacks on churches or sites allocated for new ones 
continue to occur.

OCTOBER 2025 Muslim villagers pelted Christian 
properties with stones and kindled fires on Christian-
owned farmland in Nazlet Jalf, Beni Mazar, Minya 
Province. The attacks occurred on Tuesday 23rd, after 
rumours of a relationship between a Christian teenager 
and a Muslim girl circulated online. At a reconciliation 
session the following day, the Christian teenager’s 
grandfather was fined E£1 million (c.US$18,240) and 
the family told to sell their home and leave the village. 
The teenager was detained, pending investigation by 
the public prosecutor into his relationship.60

FEBRUARY 2026 Without prior notice, Central Security 
Forces bulldozed a Christian compound including 
a wooden chapel in 15th-of-May City on Tuesday 3rd. 
Official permission for a new church to be built there 
had been sought and the community was raising funds 
after officials verbally encouraged the project. Tear 
gas was used to disperse Christians who clashed with 
officers overseeing the demolition. It was subsequently 
claimed the demolition was triggered by the 
compound’s walls encroaching on neighbouring land, 
due to a builders’ error.61

SELECTED INCIDENTS

OCTOBER 2024 21-year-old Christian university 
student Julia Atef disappeared on Sunday 26th on 
her way to St Mark’s Church in Shubra Al-Khayma, 
Qalyubia Governorate.57 

NOVEMBER 2024 Three Christians were hosptalised 
after being attacked by four men wielding swords and 
machetes in Ashrouba village in Minya Governorate’s 
Beni Mazar District.

FEBRUARY 2025 Three Christian women — Marina 
Khalaf Greiss, 19, Erini Emil, 17 and Marina Rizk, 20 
— disappeared in one week. Greiss and Rizk were 
subsequently returned to their families, having been 
forcibly converted and married to their abductors.58 

JULY 2025 Authorities arrested Russian Orthodox convert 
Saeid Mansour Abdulraziq on multiple charges, including 
terrorism, after he requested his identification papers 
be changed to show his religion as Christian instead 
of Muslim.59 His June 2026 trial was adjourned.

EGYPT
COUNTRY PROFILE 
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TWhen Samah Ageeb disappeared in December 2025 the 
Christian community in Girga District was outraged — 
saying she was the fifth Christian woman to disappear 
there that year. Samah — a 27-year-old married woman 
with a seven-year-old son — was abducted after getting 
into a tuk-tuk taxi in Bandar Al-Gharbiya village on 
Tuesday, 9th December 2025. 

After filing a missing persons report, her family received 
an unexpected phone call saying Samah had converted 
to Islam and was currently at the Suez Security 
Directorate, around 380 miles away from Girga. The 
Suez Security Directorate is the police force’s regional 
command centre, which oversees law enforcement, 
security and public safety in the Suez Governorate.

A group of family and neighbours made the gruelling 10-
hour journey to Suez. The family was under the impression 
that Samah would be allowed to leave with them, and 
when they arrived, her brother, along with her elderly 
father and mother, were allowed to go in to see Samah. 

According to reports from the family, Samah seemed 
heavily medicated and her speech was often 
incoherent. She had been dressed in a Muslim niqab, 
and when they lifted the veil her face was bruised — 
leading them to think she had been beaten. At the end 
of the meeting, Samah clung to her mother and begged 
to return home, but authorities removed her by force. 

Officers then asked her brother to sign a “non-interference” 
pledge, promising that he would not seek to return Samah 
to her family. He refused, insisting that his sister was being 
coerced. Following a heated exchange with officers, he was 
detained for several hours. Neighbours allege that he was 
tortured during his detention.

Her father was also asked to undergo a DNA test to 
prove his paternity, which he did. Security finally filed 
a report on Samah’s behalf against her family, ending 
their hopes that she would be released.

With Samah still being held, a series of protests started 
in Girga. Located on the Nile’s west bank in Sohag 
Governorate, Girga District has a sizeable Christian 
population. According to local tradition, Girga takes 
its name from a long-gone monastery dedicated to 
St George — or as he is known in Egypt, Mar Girgis. 
Protestors emphasised that Samah was the fifth 
Christian woman to disappear from Girga in 2025.

Samah’s parents appealed to President Abdel Fattah 
El-Sisi for their daughter’s return, and supporters 
launched a global campaign publicising her case.

They were successful and by the end of December 
Samah had been reunited with her family. But her story 
raises a multitude of questions about the vulnerable 
situation of Christian women and the role played by 
authorities in their abductions.

Sources 
“Fifth Case in Gerga: The Disappearance of Samah Ageeb Raises 
Alarming Questions,” Coptic Solidarity, 17th December 2025 
https://www.copticsolidarity.org/2025/12/17/fifth-case-in-gerga-
the-disappearance-of-samah-ageeb-raises-alarming-questions/ 
[accessed 15/06/26].

“National Security detains the family of Samah Nashed Ajeeb,” 
.14th December 2025 https://www ,(YouTube Channel) الحوار الحر
youtube.com/watch?v=i64IPjJH21Q [accessed 16/06/26].

CASE STUDY
ABDUCTED, CONVERTED 
AND KEPT FROM HER FAMILY
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As refugees [in Sudan], we feel 
valueless. Most of us women 
have been raped and sexually 
abused. We left our country 
[Eritrea] to look for a better life. 
But then we are left with a child 
of which we do not know the 
father. And we have to live in 
these camps for a long time.
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“Religious repression continued unabated” according to the UN 
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, 
Mohamed Abdelsalam Babiker in 2025. He expressed particular 
concern about “the prolonged arbitrary detention and enforced 
disappearance of religious leaders and people of faith, some of 
whom have been detained for over 20 years”.62

The government officially recognises the Catholic, Evangelical 
Lutheran, and Tewahedo Eritrean Orthodox Churches in addition 
to Sunni Islam. It also appoints Muslim and Orthodox leaders, 
controlling their activities and finances, while the smaller 
Catholic and Lutheran communities have much more freedom in 
these matters. Decree 73 prohibits spiritual leaders and religious 
media from commenting on politics. It also obliges Churches 
carrying out social initiatives to support state schemes.63 Since 
2019, Catholic social initiatives, including schools and hospitals, 
have been appropriated by the state, with Church staff who 
resisted these measures having faced intimidation, detention 
and enforced disappearance.64 Registered Churches can also 
face other issues — such as forced military conscription of clerics.

All other groups are supposed to register with the Office of 
Religious Affairs or stop all activities, but no group has yet 
managed to successfully complete the complex registration 
process.65 Members of these groups, e.g. Pentecostal Christians, 
are routinely imprisoned and pressured to renounce their 
beliefs. In mid-2025 it was estimated that perhaps up to 500 
Christians from unregistered Evangelical Protestant communities 
were in detention without charge or trial.66 However, since 
the controversial prisoner releases at the end of 2025 (see 
November-December 2025) there have been no new mass arrests 
of Christians. Those arrested for religious reasons have been 
described as living in inhumane conditions at high-security prisons 
such as Mai Serwa near Asmara, being forced to live in squalor, and 
facing violence and intimidation.67 Clerics from state-recognised 
Churches have also been jailed, including Orthodox priest 
Gebremedhin Gebregergis, who was seized in November 2004.68

ERITREA 
COUNTRY PROFILE 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

JULY 2024 A report found at least 218 Christians had 
been arrested over the past year, many of whom were 
women and children, bringing the number of Christians 
in prison to around 400.69

JANUARY 2025 Authorities detained 44 Christians 
including 27 teenagers attending a prayer service held 
in a private home in Asmara.70

AUGUST 2025 The #Voices4Justice campaign called for 
the release of seven Christian leaders arrested in 2004 and 

2005, and not formally charged. A dozen organisations 
and more than 70 individuals signed a letter taken to the 
Eritrean embassy in the USA’s capital Washington, DC 
calling for the release of the Evangelical and Orthodox 
ministers. The embassy refused to accept the letter.71

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2025 177 Christians were 
freed. But their release was conditional on signing a 
document stating they had illegally joined a proscribed 
denomination and promising not to participate in 
unregistered church activities again — taking full 
responsibility for any subsequent punishment if 
they did.72
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INDIA
COUNTRY PROFILE 

Maharashtra introduced new legislation bringing the 
number of states to fourteen — both states have a BJP 
(Bharatiya Janata Party) majority in their legislature.

Since the BJP came to power nationally in 2014, Hindutva 
nationalist group Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) and affiliated organisations including the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad (VHP) and Bajrang Dal, have increased 
their influence. The People’s Union for Civil Liberties 
documented instances of police colluding with Hindutva 
groups when Christians were attacked.77

In tribal regions, Christians were denied burial and even 
forced to exhume the dead. Over 2024-25 there were 
49 cases in Chhattisgarh, 8 in Jharkand, and 6 in Bihar, 
Karnataka, Odhisa and West Bengal.78

2025 saw over 700 incidents of anti-Christian violence 
including disruption of worship, physical assault and 
vandalism of churches — a decline from 814 in 202473 
— with nearly 50 of these occurring over Advent and 
Christmas. In Assam’s Nalbari District, Hindutva extremists 
burned Christmas decorations at St Mary’s School on 
Christmas Eve and smashed festive items in local shops.74 
In Kerala’s Palakkad District, children singing carols were 
assaulted and their instruments destroyed.75

Allegations of forced or duplicitous conversions to 
Christianity help drive attacks. Rajasthan saw a rise in 
reported incidents, with over 75 cases by August 2025, 
after it became the twelfth state to implement a Freedom 
of Religion Act, or as critics call it an “anti-conversion 
law”, in February 2025. In early 2026, Chhattisgarh76 and 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

DECEMBER 2024 A VHP mob disrupted a Christmas Day 
service in Mahuva, Gujarat State claiming the Church 
needed permission to hold it.

APRIL 2025 Hardliners in Nabarangpur, Odisha 
State stopped the burial of 21-year-old Saravan Gond 
on Wednesday 16th, demanding his family convert 
to Hinduism. After the family refused and buried him 
on their own land, his mother and 16-year-old sister 
were assaulted. Residents exhumed and burned the 
body. The family fled.79

JULY 2025 A mob disrupted a communion service 
in Solapur, Maharashtra State accusing the minister 
of “distributing blood”. Although the pastor explained 
it was grape juice not blood, members of the mob 
confiscated it and beat him.80

AUGUST 2025 Around 70 members of Bajrang Dal 
assaulted two Catholic priests, two Sisters and a 
catechist leaving Gangadhar village, Odisha State, 
after Mass was celebrated there. They accused them of 
converting Hindus. Father Jojo, one of the priests, said: 
“I had only come to celebrate Mass. I never imagined 
such hostility for such a peaceful and sacred gesture.”81

JANUARY 2026 Protestant pastor Bipin Bihari Naik 
was publicly forced to bow before a Hindu temple 
and chant the praises of the Hindu deity Ram before 
being paraded with religious symbols. c.20 members 
of Bajrang Dal disrupted a prayer meeting at a private 
residence in Parjang, Odisha State before beating the 
pastor. It was alleged he had converted Hindus.82

JUNE 2026 26 Christian families were expelled from 
Bharanda village, Chhattisgarh State for refusing 
to renounce their faith.83 
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CASE STUDY
DENIED DIGNIFIED BURIAL

IN
DI

AA Christian family was told they could not bury their 
son in the public cemetery unless they renounced 
their faith. The boy, Ayush Santa — who was variously 
reported to be 13 or 14 — died of kidney failure. The 
standoff occurred in Kapena, Odisha State on Saturday 
14th February 2026. The boy’s father, Krutibas Santa 
said: “We wanted to bury my son in the village burial 
ground as we have always done. But some Hindu 
villagers objected and obstructed us.”

The family then tried to bury Ayush on their land just 
over a mile (less than 2km) outside the village. “Even 
there, we were stopped. The villagers said Christians 
cannot be buried in Kapena village or even within the 
village panchayat [district] limits,” said Mr Santa.

Authorities sent more than 40 police officers to the 
village, but even then the stand-off lasted for several 
hours. Police mediated a settlement between the 
two parties. It can hardly be said to have favoured the 
Christian family. The family signed an agreement that 
the burial would occur on the family’s land, without a 
Christian service or Christian symbols such as a cross on 
the grave. The burial took place after midnight, in the 
presence of police, to prevent escalation. “Finally, Ayush 
Santa was buried without reverence, dignity of a Christian 
body and without prayers for his soul,” said Bishop 
Pallab Lima of the Church of North India and head of the 
ecumenical United Believers Council Network of India.

Kapena is a largely tribal village with around 200 
residents, of which more than 30 families belong to 
the local Pentecostal Church. According to Mr Santa 
tensions started escalating in January 2026. The church 
was attacked by a mob on 25th, two Christians were 

forcibly taken to a temple and assaulted and villagers 
threatened to expel around 30 Christian families from 
the village if they did not renounce their faith.

He said that was the beginning of the troubles and 
subsequently Hindu villagers have demanded the 
demolition of the existing church. “They told us to find 
separate land for our church. As per police instructions, 
one of our members donated a registered land outside 
the village to construct a prayer house. But the villagers 
are opposing that as well.”

Krutibas Santa said the tension only began after 
outsiders started coming to the village and whipping 
up the Hindu villagers against them. “We have been 
Christians for more than 30 years, even from my 
grandfather’s time. We lived peacefully, participated 
in village functions, and practiced our faith without 
conflict. Why are we now denied our right to profess 
and practise our religion?”

Sources 
Sr Sujata Jena, “Burial Denied to 14-Year-Old Christian Boy; 
Hindu Tribals Threaten to Demolish Church in Kapena Village,” 
Catholic Connect, 16th February 2026 https://catholicconnect.in/
news/burial-denied-to-14-year-old-christian-boy-hindu-tribals-
threaten-to-demolish-church-in-kapena-village

Michael Gonsalves, “Tribal boy denied Christian burial in India 
over refusal to renounce faith,” UCAN, 16th February 2026  
https://www.ucanews.com/news/tribal-boy-denied-christian-
burial-in-india-over-refusal-to-renounce-faith/111921  
[Both sites accessed 03/06/26].
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The situation in Iran has remained highly volatile with large-scale anti-
government demonstrations at the beginning of 2026, reportedly taking 
place in more than 200 cities.84 Authorities responded with an extensive 
security crackdown, including the use of lethal force, resulting in more than 
30,000 deaths.85 These developments, together with the outbreak of the 
US-Iran War in February 2026, coincided with a deterioration in human rights 
and further restrictive measures by state authorities. 

Iran continues to impose significant restrictions on Christians’ religious 
freedom, particularly converts and members of Evangelical churches. 
While certain communities, including Roman Catholic and some Orthodox 
and Protestant denominations, are officially recognised and permitted to 
conduct worship, they are subject to harassment and intimidation, including 
a prohibition on reading or distributing the Bible in Farsi.86 Estimates suggest 
that there are 300,000 Armenian and Syriac Christians in Iran, with 500,000 — 
800,000 worshipping in Protestant house churches.87 ACN figures suggest the 
percentage of Christians in Iran has increased, despite state repression.88

Conversion from Islam remains unlawful, with individuals accused of 
apostasy or related activities facing arrest, detention, and imprisonment, 
frequently based on broadly construed “national security” charges. 
Evangelical Christians are often linked with “foreign intelligence services”, 
a narrative that paints an entire faith community as a security threat, gravely 
increasing their vulnerability.89

Arrests of Christians increased substantially in 2025, with 254 cases 
reported — approximately double the number recorded in 2024.90 This 
has been accompanied by increasingly severe judicial outcomes, as well 
as the imposition of ancillary penalties, including exclusion from education, 
employment and health care.91 Despite the release of a limited number 
of individuals detained on religious grounds, the overall pattern indicates 
a progressive tightening of restrictions on religion, characterised by 
heightened surveillance, prosecution and punitive measures for conduct 
deemed inconsistent with the Islamic Republic’s laws.

MAY 2026 Catholic convert Ghazal Marzban was 
rearrested — having been released in January 2025 
after completing one third of her jail term — and 
sentenced to nine years and eight months for “collusion 
against national security” among other charges. She 
was first arrested in November 2024, after protesting 
harassment following her conversion. During her 
rearrest her Bible was seized.95

JUNE 2026 Six security officers entered St Peter’s 
Evangelical Church, Tehran, during worship, saying 
they wanted to “identify” attendees. They warned the 
building would be requisitioned. After a new property 
deed was issued for the church, stating the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps owned it, families living 
on the site were ordered to leave or face jail.96

SELECTED INCIDENTS

NOVEMBER 2024 Christian convert Toumaj Ariankia was 
convicted of “propaganda against the regime by way 
of evangelising Christianity,” “collaboration with hostile 
powers (Israel, the United Kingdom, and America),” and 
“membership in groups antagonistic to the regime”. His 
punishment includes a ten-year prison sentence and 
a two-year ban on “social activities”.92

MARCH 2025 63-year-old Evangelical convert, Nasser Navard 
Gol-Tapeh, suffered a stroke in Evin Prison on the 35th day of 
a hunger strike protesting Iran’s persecution of Christians.93

OCTOBER 2025 Mina Khajavi, who was arrested for 
leading a house church, was released from Evin Prison 
after completing her sentence. She was reportedly denied 
medical care for arthritis during her imprisonment.94

IRAN 
COUNTRY PROFILE 
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In 2026, the situation for Iraq’s Christians is mixed depending 
on where they reside in the country. Christians in the semi-
autonomous Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) reported lower 
instances of discrimination and violence. It is estimated that 
90 percent of Iraq’s Christians now live in the KRI following 
Daesh (ISIS)'s invasion of the Nineveh plains in 2014. 

In February 2026, ACN saw firsthand the steps taken by the 
Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) to promote coexistence 
and protect Christians’ rights, including tackling hate speech and 
Islamist extremism. However, across Iraq Christians continue to 
face discrimination, harassment, and intimidation, as well as poor 
behaviour from militia groups including the Popular Mobilisation 
Force, a legalised group of militias with links to Iran.97 Militia activity 
continued to be a significant source of concern with Christians 
reporting harassment and intimidation at checkpoints.98 

Iraq’s Christian population continued to decline during the reporting 
period, with migration due to the lack of economic opportunity 
and insecurity being cited as the most common reasons.99 The late 
Chaldean Bishop Paul Thabit Mekko of Alqosh said ten years after the 
Islamic State occupation, fewer than 50 Christian families had returned 
to Mosul, once home to at least 1,200 Christian families.100

Nationally, the estimated Christian population is between 150,000 
and 250,000, or 0.3 percent of the population, compared with 0.46 
percent of the population in the last reporting period.101 Christian 
leaders are concerned numbers could fall further because of the 
impact of the US-Iran War.102 Indeed, the district of Ankawa in Erbil has 
suffered damage, including some church buildings following Iranian 
missile attacks on western military installations near Erbil airport.103

Iraqi law does not provide for conversion from Islam to another 
religion. This means that converts must register their children as 
Muslim to obtain documentation for them, which is essential to 
access public services including school.104 Converts are also unable 
to register under their new religion when applying for or renewing 
their ID cards. 

FEBRUARY 2026 Bishop Felix of Zakho, Apostolic 
Administrator of Al Qosh, said at least 100 Christian 
families left Alqosh in 2025 due to economic pressure, 
with around 100 more planning to leave in 2026.107

MAY 2026 An Iraqi court ruled in favour of a young 
Christian woman, Maryam,* allowing her to have her 
official religious status corrected in the government’s 
database after she was automatically registered as 
Muslim under Iraqi law.108 
*Not real name.

SELECTED INCIDENTS

AUGUST 2024 The UNITAD report on crimes committed 
by Daesh (ISIS), delivered to the Supreme Judicial Council 
on Monday 26th, concluded that there are reasonable 
grounds to believe that international crimes were 
committed against members of the Christian community 
in or around Mosul and the Nineveh Plains between 2014 
and 2017.105

APRIL 2025 An assailant yelled Islamic slogans while 
waging an axe attack that wounded three Christians 
taking part in an Assyrian New Year parade in Duhok.106

IRAQ 
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Persecution of Christians is on the increase in Mali which now ranks 
fifth globally for terrorist activity behind Pakistan, Burkina Faso, Niger 
and Nigeria.109 The border areas with Niger and Burkina Faso remain 
the most affected, accounting for nearly 75 percent of all attacks and 
fatalities in the landlocked country. Roughly 348,000 Christians, of which 
two-thirds are Catholic, make up 2.2 percent of the population.110 In the 
past the relationship between Christians and Muslims was peaceful, but 
now some Christians face such severe persecution that they are unable 
to live in large sections of the country. 

According to the Center for Preventive Action, the continuing collapse 
of international counter-terrorism support, as well as weakening 
leadership in regional efforts, has created a vacuum in which violent 
extremism is expanding.111 Islamic extremists target Christians with 
violence, abductions and church burnings. Evangelical pastors and 
worshippers are especially vulnerable, often accused of being spies 
for the West.112

The departure of the UN peacekeeping mission, ordered by Mali’s junta in 
June 2023, led to the collapse of a 2015 peace deal with Tuareg separatist 
rebels. In June 2025 the military government suspended political parties, 
contributing to fears of growing authoritarianism and political instability.113

The government has revoked all educational partnership agreements 
with the dioceses, leaving many nuns — for whom this was their primary 
pastoral work — without any means of livelihood. Financial extortion 
of Christians and physical attacks are also common. 

The situation in Mali, which has been under a fuel blockade for months, 
is now extremely fragile politically, and there is reason to fear a regime 
change in favour of a “human-centred Islamism” modelled closely 
on what Syria experienced after Assad’s fall, but this time with grave 
consequences for the Catholic Church. If Mali falls under the influence 
of the Muslim Brotherhood’s ideology it could mean the collapse of 
all AES (Alliance of Sahel States) governments and would have security 
implications for neighbouring countries.114

SELECTED INCIDENTS

AUGUST 2024 After Islamists seized control, Church 
leaders in Mopti were summoned to a meeting and given 
a week to accept Islamist rules or leave. The imposed 
rules included: all Christians including pastors to convert 
to Islam and help wage jihadic war; all men aged between 
18 and 40 pay 5,000 CFA francs (US$8.70) each year; and 
both men and women dressing according to Islamic law.115

OCTOBER 2024 Jihadists imposed a jizya tax of 25,000 
CFA francs (US$43.50) on adult Christians in Douna-
Pen village, threatening church closures if they refused 
or could not pay.116

JANUARY 2025 Catholic schools faced uncertainty 
after the government announced subsidies covering 
80 percent of teachers’ salaries would be ended. Church 
leaders warned the loss of funding for the schools 
that teach students from different religions together 
could undermine efforts to promote interfaith dialogue 
and peace.117

NOVEMBER 2025 The Bishops’ Conference of Mali 
cancelled the 54th National Marian Pilgrimage to Kita 
due to jihadist group Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam wal-
Muslimin’s blockade of the capital, Bamako.118

MALI 
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MOZAMBIQUE
COUNTRY PROFILE 

liquefied natural gas project in Afungi, state and foreign security 
forces appear unable to protect the local population effectively 
against attacks by insurgents. A lack of secure funding has led 
the Rwandan army to threaten to withdraw its troops, which 
would significantly exacerbate the situation.

Islamists have killed more than 1,000 Christians across Cabo 
Delgado since the beginning of an insurgency in October 
2017.123 According to an April 2025 statement from the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence (DNI), the goal of 
Islamists is to ultimately install Shari  ̒ a law in the nation.124 
Islamic State Mozambique “seeks to violently overthrow 
the Mozambican Government and expel foreign influences,” 
the DNI stated. “The branch demands governance by Shari  ̒ a 
and rejects secular education.”

Christians in Mozambique, particularly in Cabo Delgado 
Province, faced severe persecution including murders, 
abductions, and destruction of churches as Islamic 
State-affiliated militants seized the region.119 The rise of 
extremism has had devastating consequences on Christian 
communities where militants seek to establish an Islamic 
caliphate and to gain control over mineral resources in the 
region. The presence of Christians is seen as an obstacle 
to that goal.120

The country has experienced a steady decline in security 
and fundamental rights, becoming one of the world’s most 
terrorism-affected countries.121 Despite military intervention 
from Rwanda and neighbouring countries, violence 
continues.122 Apart from the region around the international 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

AUGUST 2025 Children were kidnapped in attacks 
in Cabo Delgado that caused thousands of people 
to flee.  Almost 60,000 people were displaced in a 
fortnight. Father Kwiriwi Fonseca from Pemba 
Diocese told ACN: “This aimless war only kills, kills, 
kills, and takes away the little hope that the people 
— especially the children — had. These children must 
be returned, they must be sought wherever they are, 
to be returned to their parents because these children 
deserve to dream, these children deserve to have 
a better future.”125

NOVEMBER 2025 Four Christians were killed and one 
beheaded in a spate of jihadist attacks in Nampula, 
northern Mozambique. From the 10th to 17th, settlements 

were attacked and hundreds of houses torched, causing 
thousands of people to flee. At least two chapels were 
destroyed. There were reports of terrorists kidnapping 
people, including women and children.126

FEBRUARY 2026 Two Christians were captured 
and slain by Islamists in Cabo Delgado. Islamic State 
Mozambique claimed the killings in a social media post. 
The two Christians were taken as they travelled towards 
Congreso, Macomia District.127

APRIL 2026 A historic church near Meza, Cabo Delgado 
was reduced to a shell after an attack by jihadists.128 
Armed militants entered the compound of St Louis de 
Montfort Church in Minhoene at approximately 4pm 
on Thursday 30th, setting fire to the church, offices, 
and the missionaries’ residence.
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Persecution of Christians in Nicaragua is increasing, with the 
country’s record for religious freedom labelled “abysmal” by the 
United States Commission on International Religious Freedom 
(USCIRF).129 In 2026, it recommended Nicaragua be designated 
as a Country of Particular Concern (CPC). According to USCIRF’s 
report, the regime has “sustained its total crackdown on freedom 
of religion or belief (FoRB) by arresting, imprisoning, and exiling 
religious leaders and adherents, arbitrarily cancelling the legal 
status of religious organisations, and consolidating its power 
to harass and intimidate worshipers”.130

In October 2025, Pope Leo XIV was given a copy of Nicaragua, 
a Persecuted Church which showed more than 1,000 aggressions had 
been committed against the Church since 2018. Religious persecution 
started intensifying in April 2018 after clergy supported peaceful 
protests over various issues, including human rights abuses by the 
state. Aggressions against the Church have included confiscation 
and arbitrary closure of property, and public threats.131 Believers who 
have raised their voices against the government have experienced 
surveillance, intimidation, imprisonment and even exile. 

The Nicaraguan government has used arbitrary deprivation 
of nationality to target a wide range of its opponents, including 
members of Christian denominations. Since February 2023, 
there have been 452 documented cases of Nicaraguans being 
declared “traitors to the homeland” in court rulings and lost their 
nationality.132 At least 261 members of the Catholic clergy have 
been expelled from the country, including Bishop Carlos Enrique 
Herrera, president of the Nicaraguan Episcopal Conference, 
in November 2024 (see case study, right). Nearly 140 priests 
and more than 90 religious Sisters have been forced into exile, 
as well as dozens of seminarians, and three deacons.133 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

AUGUST 2024 Father Denis Martínez García was 
arrested while on his way to celebrate Mass in 
Matagalpa and exiled to the Vatican six days later.134 
All arrests that month occurred just three days after 
the state exiled seven priests to Rome, six of whom 
belong to Matagalpa Diocese.135

JANUARY 2025 Police officers and officials from the 
Attorney General’s office seized St Aloysius Gongaza 
Seminary in Matagalpa Diocese, briefly detaining at least 
30 seminarians before forcibly removing them from the 
site, on the afternoon of Monday 20th. The property was 
expropriated by the state.136

JULY 2025 In a series of raids Nicaraguan national 
police took Protestant Pastor Rudy Palacios Vargas and 
seven other Christians into custody without warning 

or warrants. It was reported that they were charged 
with treason and “undermining national integrity”.137

MARCH 2026 Ortega’s regime prevented thousands 
of public Holy Week processions in Nicaragua. Since 
2019 the dictatorship has banned more than 27,000 
processions and deployed some 14,000 agents to 
monitor churches.138

MARCH 2026 The government prohibited the 
ordinations of priests and deacons in four dioceses 
whose bishops remain in exile.139

JUNE 2026 80-year-old Bishop (Emeritus) Abelardo 
Mata of Estelí was detained at a medical centre 
and taken into police custody on Monday 29th. 
The previous day he had invoked prayers for 
Nicaragua’s persecuted Church at Mass. He was 
released several hours later.140
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CASE STUDY
TOP CATHOLIC BISHOP EXPELLED

NI
CA

RA
GU

AThe expulsion of the president of the Nicaraguan 
bishops’ conference from the country occurred 
without fanfare or ceremony. On 12th November 
2024, he was placed on a flight out of Managua. 
As the plane left Nicaragua’s capital, the government 
believed he had left his homeland forever.

Bishop Carlos Enrique Herrera Gutiérrez of Jinotega 
was flying to Guatemala, a country he knew well. 
He had studied theology and philosophy there 
while training as a Franciscan priest. But when 
he landed in Guatemala City less than two hours 
later, he was not just a visitor. He had become an 
exile, forced to live with a Franciscan community 
outside the country where he was born.

Bishop Herrera of Jinotega was forced out of 
Nicaragua after speaking out against the local 
mayor for continually organising noisy activities 
outside San Juan Bautista Cathedral while Mass 
was being held. Sources in the country have stated 
authorities across the country often stage noisy 
events outside major churches, including a boxing 
tournament outside the Cathedral in León.

Blaring music outside the cathedral had 
interrupted Masses. So at the evening Mass on 
Sunday 10th November, Bishop Herrera spoke out 
about the constant, and calculated, disruption 
of services: “What the mayor and all the local 
authorities are doing is sacrilegious... We ask 
God’s forgiveness for them and for ourselves.”

For simply speaking out his nationality was revoked.

In the days leading up to Bishop Herrera’s expulsion, 
Jinotega Diocese’s Facebook page — which was used 
to live stream Mass and other services — was taken 
down. At the time he left, priests across the country 
had been banned from entering hospitals, so they could 
not anoint the sick in accordance with the scriptural 
tradition (James 5:14ff).

Bishop Herrera, who had been the president of 
Nicaraguan bishops' conference since 2021, was 
the third Catholic bishop to be expelled. A fourth, 
Rt Rev’d Silvio José Báez, the Auxiliary Bishop 
of Managua, was not expelled but forced to flee 
the country in 2019 after receiving death threats.

In March 2026 Nicaraguan authorities 
prohibited all ordinations in the four dioceses 
where the bishops are in exile, including 
Bishop Herrera’s diocese Jinotega. 

Sources 
David Agren, “Nicaragua regime expels bishops' 
conference president”, UCANews, 15th November 2024 
https://www.ucanews.com/news/nicaragua-regime-
expels-bishops-conference-president/107001

“President of Nicaragua's Bishops' Conference exiled 
to Guatemala”, Vatican News, 14th November 2024 
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2024-
11/nicaragua-bishops-conference-president-exiled-
guatemala.html [Both sites accessed 29/07/26].
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CASE STUDY
FROM SANCTUARY TO SLAUGHTER:  
200 LIVES LOST IN ONE NIGHT

NI
GE

RI
A During one deadly night in 2025 more than 200 

Christians were massacred and 3,000 people of all 
ages ran for their lives. The bloodbath happened 
between 13th and 14th June when militant Fulani 
herdsmen attacked the town of Yelewata in Benue 
State, which is 98 percent Christian, killing people 
and setting buildings alight. 

Internally displaced families were in buildings 
repurposed as temporary accommodation in the 
market square, in Guma Local Government Area, 
near Makurdi, when the militants stormed in, shouting 
“Allahu Akhbar” (“God is great”). The victims were 
then killed — shot, macheted, and burned alive — 
as they slept or attempted to flee.

Speaking to ACN from Yelewata, less than 12 hours 
after the atrocity, the town’s parish priest, Father 
Ukuma Jonathan Angbianbee, described how 
he and a number of IDPs narrowly escaped death, 
by dropping to the floor of the church’s presbytery 
at the first sound of gunfire.

He said: “When we heard the shots and saw the 
militants, we committed our lives to God. This 
morning, I thank God I am alive. What I saw was truly 
gruesome. People were slaughtered. Corpses were 
scattered everywhere.”

He added that some bodies were so badly burned 
it was difficult to identify them. The priest noted 
that Yelewata had absorbed thousands of IDPs from 
neighbouring villages — as it was considered relatively 
safe, lying on the main road to Abuja — but now was 
largely deserted, with many taking refuge in nearby 
Daudu and Abagena.

Father Jonathan said that the attack was carefully 
coordinated, and that the militants accessed the town 
from multiple angles and used the cover of heavy rains 
to mount their assault. Catholic clergy criticised the 
security response to the attack, saying that the police 
who stopped the militants from accessing the church 
were poorly equipped and were unable to prevent the 
attack on the nearby market place.

One priest said: “The morning after the attack there 
were plenty of police and other security but where were 
they the previous evening when we needed them?” 
Another added: “This is by far [the] worst atrocity 
we have seen. There has been nothing even close.”  
Visiting the scene of the massacre the following 
week, General Christopher Musa, the Chief of the 
Defence Staff in Nigeria, reportedly suggested insider 
collaboration in the attacks, saying: “We have observed 
that the way some of the burnings were carried out 
shows they were targeted. It indicates the presence 
of insiders compromising security efforts.”

Church leaders have repeatedly called for international 
help, claiming that a jihadist plan is underway to 
seize land and ethnically cleanse the region of its 
Christian presence.
 

Sources 
John Pontifex, “Up to 200 dead in worst killing spree”, ACN (UK) 
News, 16th June 2025, https://acnuk.org/news/2025/06/16/
nigeria-200-dead-worst-killing-spree

John Pontifex, “We will rise again”, ACN (UK) News, 19th June 2025, 
https://acnuk.org/news/2025/06/19/nigeria-we-will-rise-again 
[Both sites accessed 01/06/26]
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“Violence targeting Christians and other religious minorities 
continues to be rampant,” warned UN experts in June 2026.141 
In 2024-26, Christians experienced mass attacks and abductions, 
particularly in the north-east and Middle Belt. They also reported 
deep-rooted discrimination, including political and educational 
exclusion — as well as being targeted for kidnapping.

Attacks on mostly Christian settlements across the Middle Belt 
have contributed to more than 3.5 million IDPs across Nigeria. 
The overly simplistic reading of this as a clash between farmers 
and Fulani herders is increasingly questioned, as witnesses 
describe militants driving out Christians to seize their land. 
Bishop Wilfred Anagbe of Makurdi said: “What is occurring… 
is an organised, systematic and brutal cleansing of Christians.” 
Radicalisation of parts of the Fulani herder community142 means 
religion is a driver — as witnessed by militants shouting “Allahu 
Akhbar” (God is great) when killing Yelewata’s Christian IDPs 
(See Case Study). 

In several northern states, blasphemy laws exist in state penal 
codes, and in Kano, Zamfara, Yobe and Sokoto States, the 
Hisbah (religious police) — operating in violation of Article 214.1 
of the federal constitution — enforce Shari  ̒ a. For example, by 
destroying alcohol, prohibiting public eating during Ramadan 
(even for non-Muslims) and arresting those who do not comply.

Forced conversion and marriage of women and girls is an issue, 
with Islamists posing the biggest problem. Christians — who at 
the peak of the jihadist kidnappings in the last decade made 
up c.95 percent of the females held143 — have been coerced 
to convert to Islam and compelled to enter sexual relations, 
often being made to marry their assailants. Despite the apex 
of Islamist abductions having passed, many are still held: of the 
276 Chibok girls seized in 2014, 91 remain unaccounted for.144 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

MARCH 2025 Father Sylvester Okechukwu was kidnapped 
and murdered in Kafanchan Diocese. Seized from his 
residence on the evening of Tuesday 4th, he was found 
dead early the next day.145

MAY 2025 36 Christians were killed, nine injured and two 
abducted in a series of attacks by Fulani militants in Gwer 
West, Benue State over 24th—26th. The first attack saw Father 
Solomon Atongo shot as he returned from a memorial 
service for two Catholic priests.146

NOVEMBER 2025 Pupils as young as six were among 
253 children, and 12 members of staff, who were seized from St 
Mary’s Catholic School on Friday 21st. On Monday 22nd December, 
authorities said all students and staff had been released.147

JANUARY 2026 177 worshippers were kidnapped from 
three churches in northern Kaduna State.148

APRIL 2026 Kano State authorities defied a High Court 
order, failing to release seven children seized from a 
Christian orphanage. Among 27 children taken in 2019 raids 
and placed in state care, they faced pressure to convert to 
Islam. A child had died in January 2026 after being denied 
medical treatment.149 

JUNE 2026 Pastor Markus Nyam was among 28 Christians 
killed in an attack on Kawel village in Bokkos, Plateau State 
on Monday 22nd. Eyewitness Jesse Peter Dukut said Fulani 
militants called out the names of Church leaders: “They were 
being directed to hunt them down in their homes.”150 

NIGERIA
COUNTRY PROFILE 
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North Korea has the world’s worst religious freedom record, according 
to human rights observers.151 Clandestine reports about a country cut 
off from the world suggest that the regime has tightened resistance 
to unwanted religious influence. 

Article 68 of the constitution nominally grants freedom of 
religion.152 However, repression of religion is integral to the state 
amid an intensification of a cult of personality centring on former 
leaders Kim Il-Sung and Kim Jong-Il whom the regime portrays 
as “extraordinary beings”.153

The regime associates Christianity with the West and opposes 
it vigorously. The government views Protestant Christians as 
“collaborators of imperialistic forces and enemies of the nation 
and revolution”.154

Christians account for many155 of the country’s political prisoners, 
who may number 190,000 in total.156 This is an increase on the period 
2022-24, as the regime implemented the ‘Reactionary Thought 
and Culture Rejection Law’, aimed at blocking foreign ideological 
influence.157 Christians practise their faith in extreme secrecy, 
with people reportedly hiding their beliefs from their spouses. 
Since the Youth Education Guarantee Act was introduced in 2021, 
counterintelligence and surveillance have expanded amid increased 
crackdowns on religious activity.158 Owning a Bible, having contact 
with Christian missionaries and attending religious services can result 
in torture or forced labour. Desperate to conceal their Bibles, people 
reportedly wrap the covers with pictures of the Kim dynasty.159

Christianity is almost entirely invisible in a country where before 
the Korean War (1950-53) there were up to 3,000 churches.160 In late 
2025, the regime was reported to have “practically exterminated 
underground churches” and the authorities were “patting 
themselves on the back for bringing religion under control”.161

family has had no contact with him since 2008 when 
he apparently disappeared from prison.163

NOVEMBER 2025 Deacon Jang Moon Seok (also known 
as Zhang Wen Shi) was reported to be suffering from 
extreme physical and mental exhaustion following 
his release after 11 years in prison in North Korea. 
He had been found guilty of “defaming the regime, 
attempt[ing] to incite subversion of state power, 
providing aid and [the] gospel to North Koreans.” 
For many years he was on the North Korean/Chinese 
border helping refugees. One day, he was lured into 
North Korea on a false pretext and was then arrested 
by the authorities.164

SELECTED INCIDENTS

JANUARY 2025 A secret Christian in North Korea had 
his testimony published after he defected to South 
Korea. “Brother Chun” was born and grew up in North 
Korea. He said his mother only told him about the Bible 
“when he was old enough to grasp the weight of that 
information”. He tried to escape to South Korea, where 
his father was born, but was detained in a neighbouring 
country. Released on parole, he was transferred to a UN 
camp and from there entered South Korea.162

JUNE 2025 Remembering the Disappeared: A Testimony 
Report on North Korea’s Political Prisoners was published. 
The report, about 70 Christians who disappeared, includes 
the case of Kim Sung-Sik, arrested for involvement in 
a secret Christian community in Hoeryong City. Kim’s 

NORTH KOREA 
COUNTRY PROFILE 
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PAKISTAN
COUNTRY PROFILE 

opponents have slowed progress. Fears were expressed 
that new legislation would be ignored, as seen in Sindh 
Province where, despite 2013 laws barring marriage to 
under-18s,170 courts have upheld cases involving brides 
as young as 13.171 Courts continually invoke Shari  ̒ a law 
to override legal age limits for marriage.172

In April 2026, UN experts expressed “serious concern” 
about the abduction, forced conversion and marriage of 
women and girls from Christian and other minority faith 
communities.173 In 2025 it was estimated that there might 
possibly be up to 2,000 kidnapping cases every year,174 
with those abducted facing physical and sexual abuse.

Concerns grew about increasing blasphemy cases, 
especially after Section 298A of the Pakistan Penal Code 
was expanded. Rights watchdog the Center for Social 
Justice recorded 344 blasphemy cases in 2024, six percent 
involving Christians, a disproportionately high rate. 175 

Declining human rights for Christians and other minorities in 
Pakistan continued a “troubling trajectory”165 during the period 
under review. Government policies and legislative changes 
promised improvement but the reality was very different. 

However, Christians and others described the 2023 
Religious Education Curriculum as a “progressive 
initiative”166 for religious minorities who, instead of 
having compulsory Islam classes, are now permitted 
to study their own religions.

The Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Child Marriage 
Restraint Act 2025167 raised the minimum age of marriage for 
both genders to 18 — up from 16 for girls. The legislation was 
aimed at “ultimately eliminating” child marriage in a country 
where the problem is endemic,168 especially for Christian and 
other minority faith girls. The Act only applies to the Pakistan 
capital. Provinces, including Punjab,169 where most Pakistan 
Christians live, have also considered such legislation but 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

SEPTEMBER 2024 Shagufta Kiran, a 40-year-old 
Christian mother of four, was sentenced to death for 
blasphemy after allegedly sharing blasphemous content 
on WhatsApp.176

FEBRUARY 2025 12-year-old Christian girl Saba Shafique 
from Lahore was abducted while buying milk from 
the local bazaar by Muhammad Ali, 33, a long-time 
acquaintance of the family. He is accused of forcibly 
converting her to Islam and marrying her, with the 
connivance of local imam Allama Molana Syed Ajjad 
Hussein. It is alleged he falsified official records to show 
Saba was 18 years old.177

AUGUST 2025 Two years after the attacks in Jaranwala 
where at least 24 church buildings were desecrated 

and more than 80 Christians’ homes were targeted, 
Christians held protests against alleged state failure 
to bring the perpetrators to justice. There were similar 
demonstrations in June 2025 when a Pakistan court 
acquitted 10 Muslims allegedly implicated in one of 
the attacks in Jaranwala. Reports stated that, of the 
5,213 accused in connection with the violence against 
Christians, none had been convicted.178

MARCH 2026 More than 100 Christians in Sargodha 
carried the remains of deceased farm labourer 
Marqas Masih, 22, and blocked a main road to protest 
apparent police refusal to investigate the man’s death. 
Mr Masih’s family were told by his employer that the 
young Christian had committed suicide, but when they 
recovered the body, they reported evidence of torture.179 
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“They didn’t just beat him… they nailed him.”

Struggling to hold back tears, Riyasat Masih described 
how his brother, Kashif, was tortured to death at the 
farm where he worked near Sialkot, Pakistan.

After discovering him severely injured on the roadside 
in the small hours of the morning of 12th May 2025, 
Riyasat recalled how, shortly before taking his dying 
breath, his brother told him that fellow labourers at the 
farm where he worked had hammered nails into his 
limbs and beaten him with iron rods.
 
Kashif, 35, had been accused of stealing the mobile 
phone of his employer, former police officer Malik Irfan. 
An initial police report included evidence that Kashif 
was tortured to extract a confession. Desperate to find 
the phone, Riyasat said that at 2.30am his brother’s 
accusers forced entry into the family home in Jamkay 
Cheema village but came away without the device. 

Riyasat said he then received a tip-off from a neighbour 
that Kashif had been abandoned on the roadside and 
so set off in search of him. As day broke, he found his 
brother “badly bruised with blood gushing out from 
several parts of his body”. 

Photographs said to be of Kashif’s remains show a 
corpse with burn marks, gashes and bloodied holes 
on his body. An autopsy report purportedly found that 
the marks were consistent with wounds from nails and 
hot metal rods including scorch marks, bruising and 
cracked ribs. 

A human rights lawyer dealing with the case told ACN: 
“Sadly, it is not uncommon for Christians to suffer 
persecution in Pakistan but never have I seen such 
horrible and heart-wrenching violence carried out 
against someone.”

Requesting anonymity for fear of reprisals, Christian 
lawyers working on the case said the torture Kashif 
suffered reflected an attitude of contempt for non-
Muslims. One lawyer said: “What Kashif suffered at 
the hands of these men revealed a mindset in which 
Christians are held in contempt. They would never 
treat a Muslim so badly.” 

Community accounts say that the attack on Kashif, 
who worshipped with his family at St Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Sialkot, had an underlying religious motive. 
They noted that, at the time, few, if any, other 
Christians worked for Mr Irfan. 

Condemning the attack, minority rights activist 
Joseph Janssen told Christian news outlet AsiaNews 
that Kashif’s death was not “an isolated incident” and 
was part of a pattern of mafia-style violence, religious 
persecution and state negligence. 

Mr Irfan was arrested but the other accused were 
released on bail. The case is ongoing. 

Sources 
ACN sources including human rights activists in Pakistan.

“Muslims Torture Christian to Death in Pakistan, Brother Says,” 
Morning Star News, 14th May 2025 https://morningstarnews.
org/2025/05/muslims-torture-christian-to-death-in-pakistan-
brother-says/

Shafique Khokhar, “35-year-old Christian tortured and killed, 
Activists: ‘Not an isolated case’”, AsiaNews, 17th May 2025 https://
www.asianews.it/news-en/35-year-old-Christian-tortured-and-
killed.-Activists:-Not-an-isolated-case-63108.html#google_vignette

“‘They Nailed His Legs for a Phone’: A Christian Laborer’s Final 
Cry in Pakistan,” Voice of Pakistan Minority, 19th May 2025  
https://voiceofpakistanminorityblog.home.blog/2025/05/19/
they-nailed-his-legs-for-a-phone-a-christian-laborers-final-cry-
in-pakistan/ [All sites accessed 10/07/26]

CASE STUDY
TORTURED WITH NAILS —  
ALL FOR A MOBILE PHONE

       |   33



Children in South Sudan 
gathering to pray in 2024.
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Three years on from civil war breaking out, the country 
is living through the largest humanitarian crisis in the 
world,180 which is bordering on “genocide”.181 Since 2023 
the ongoing conflict between the Sudanese Armed Forces 
(SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) has displaced 
millions across the country and claimed more than 
150,000 lives182 — possibly as many as 250,000.183 Evidence 
suggests Christians have suffered “disproportionately”.184 
The growing persecution of Christians seems to be 
attributable to authoritarianism and Islamist extremism.185

In February 2026, the UN said in its Independent 
International Fact-Finding Mission report that the 
RSF had committed war crimes and crimes against 
humanity and that its “conduct, and inferred intent, 
present indications pointing to genocide”. It warned 
that without decisive measures to advance accountability 
and protection of civilians, “the risk of further genocidal 
violence remains acute”.186 

More than 100 churches have been damaged or 
destroyed since the start of the war187 and a number of 
Christians have been told to either renounce their faith 
or face starvation under a campaign of brutal Islamist 
repression.188 Christians living under the SAF are also 
believed to be facing persecution with multiple churches 
in the Khartoum area demolished without explanation.189 
Examples of church buildings being targeted are legion: in 
June 2026 authorities told Sudan Presbyterian Evangelical 
Church that their church in southern Khartoum’s Mayo 
Angola area would be demolished. They did give a reason 
in this instance, alleging the church was built over a road, 
on land not zoned for religious purposes.190 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

JUNE 2025 The RSF launched coordinated airstrikes 
on the Sudanese Episcopal Church, the African Inland 
Church, and the Roman Catholic Church in El Fasher, 
killing at least five people, including Father Luka Jumu 
hit by a stray bullet. Dozens more were injured.191

JULY 2025 Christians watched in horror as bulldozers, 
armed forces, and police arrived at the Pentecostal church 
in El-Haj Yousif, Khartoum and tore the building down. 
Those attempting to take footage of the destruction were 
stopped and church members were unable to save items 
inside it. Officials later informed church leaders that the 
demolition was part of an effort to remove “unregulated” 
buildings throughout Khartoum.192

DECEMBER 2025 At least 18 Christians were killed and 
18 others seriously wounded after a SAF drone strike 
in South Kordofan on Christmas Day. Congregation 
members were making their way to the Episcopal 
Church of Sudan in Julud when they were hit.193

JUNE 2026 Fr Youhanna Al-Amin of St Vincent’s Church, 
Kauda was shot dead in his room. He had remained 
with parishioners in the Nuba Mountains, despite 
escalating violence. Kauda is the main centre of areas 
controlled by the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 
(SPLM-N). The priest was killed when soldiers returned; 
they had stolen medicines intended for the local people 
the previous day.194
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Religious freedom for Christians and other religious 
minorities in Syria has declined since the fall of the Assad 
regime in December 2024 and the rise of Ahmed Al-Sharaa, 
former leader of the “notorious”195 Islamist militant group 
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS).196

President Al-Sharaa’s transitional government quickly assured 
Syria’s Church leaders that Christians were an integral part of 
the country’s society.197 A Christian woman198 was appointed 
a government minister and when the new President met 
faith minority leaders he hailed the dawn of “a new era far 
removed from sectarianism”.199 However, a constitutional 
declaration giving primacy to Islamic jurisprudence200 
prompted observers to warn of government intent to Islamise 
the country.201 Such fears began to be realised amid growing 
intolerance to non-Islamic practices such as the sale of 
alcohol, with the regional application of fundamentalist rules 
and the presence in the streets of bearded Salafist militia.202

Attacks climaxing with the deadly June 2025 suicide blast 
during a Sunday church service in Damascus203 raised fears 
of a return to religious-based violence against Christians. 
Allegedly pro-Assad Alawites emerged as the target of 
attacks in coastal towns the previous March.204 Reports 
suggested a resurgence of Daesh (ISIS) sleeper cells.205

Al-Sharaa’s regime was criticised for an apparent failure to 
clamp down on attacks and “control armed Sunni groups 
that had supposedly joined its security forces”.206 The 
deteriorating situation raises increasing concerns about 
the long-term future of the Christian presence. Since 2011, 
the Christian population has declined by more than 80 
percent,207 with migration driven by factors including poverty 
and insecurity. Up to 90 percent of the total population live 
below the poverty line and 7 million are displaced.208 

of the Rosary hanging in his car. Mr Tekla parked his car 
outside his home in Murhradah, western Syria, when, as 
apparently shown in video footage, he got out and was 
shot at point blank range. Sources linked the attack to 
Islamic extremism.211

MARCH 2026 Churches scaled back Easter 
celebrations after scores of armed men descended 
on Al-Suqaylabiyah, a predominantly Christian town 
in Hama Governorate. Reports, including video footage, 
showed acts of vandalism, theft, targeting of cars, shops 
and property. Residents demanded compensation and 
called for perpetrators to be brought to justice. Churches 
condemned the incident, saying attacks targeting the 
Christian community cannot be dismissed as “individual 
incidents”. They warned against the dangers of sectarian 
tendencies being fuelled by such violence.212 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

DECEMBER 2024 A Christmas tree in Suqaylabiyah, 
a Christian-majority town in central Syria, was set alight, 
prompting protests by Christians across the country 
alleging infringement of their religious rights.209

JUNE 2025 A suicide bomber struck during Sunday 
23rd’s Divine Liturgy at Mar Elias Greek Orthodox Church 
in Dweil’a, near Damascus. Witnesses told state media 
that 25 people died and 63 others were wounded when 
a gunman entered the church and opened fire on the 
congregation before detonating an explosive vest. The 
Syrian Interior Ministry blamed Daesh for the attack.210

FEBRUARY 2026 21-year-old Christian Eliah Simon Tekla 
was shot dead, having been allegedly targeted because 

SYRIA 
COUNTRY PROFILE 
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As part of his November 2025 trip, marking the 1,700th 
anniversary of the first Council of Nicaea, Pope Leo XIV met 
local Christian leaders at St Ephrem’s Syriac Orthodox Church, 
Istanbul213 — the first new church built with government 
approval since modern Turkey was founded in 1923. Yet 
positive developments belie deeper problems, as Christians 
have suffered physical attacks, threats, vandalism and even 
attempted killings (See December 2024). These are frequently 
dismissed as isolated incidents and prosecutions are rare.214

Current legal interpretations of the 1923 Lausanne Treaty grant 
minority status to Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Christians, 
Greek Orthodox Christians and Jews. Despite this, they have 
no legal identity and cannot corporately own properties or 
seek legal redress. The same applies to other Christian groups 
which can only own property through separate foundations. 
Speaking about the difficulties opening new places of worship 
during the UN’s Human Rights Council 58th session, Ramazan 
Arkan of Antalya Evangelical Churches said: “Turkish churches 
face many difficulties and much discrimination”.215 Property 
ownership poses an ongoing problem for Churches and several 
cases were taken to the European Court of Human Rights.216

Christian communities still face restrictions on the training of 
clergy. Protestant communities cannot train ministers in the 
country, largely relying on foreign-born staff217 but since 2020, 
more than 200 have been expelled.218 In early 2026, 20 cases 
were brought before the European Court of Human Rights.219 
On 12th February 2026, the European Parliament adopted a 
resolution condemning the expulsions, which Turkey’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs described as “unfounded allegations”.220 
The Greek Orthodox Church’s Halki Seminary has been 
shut for more than half a century221 and so, like the Armenian 
Apostolic Orthodox, sends candidates for the priesthood 
abroad for studies. During an April 2025 visit to Halki the Greek 
Foreign Minister called for its reopening,222 and US President 
Trump raised the matter with President Erdogan during his 
September 2025 visit.223 Media reports suggest Turkey’s Council 
of Higher Education is now in discussions with the Church 
about options for future ministerial training on the site — which 
following refurbishment should reopen in September 2026.224 

SEPTEMBER 2025 A man desecrated the cross and 
other Christian symbols at the fifth-century St Hirmiz’s 
Chaldean Church in Mardin and insulted worshippers. 
A video of the attack was put on X (Twitter).226

JUNE 2026 Residents in the Chaldean Christian village 
of Aynwardo (Gülgöze), Midyat District complained their 
land was expropriated by government for renewable 
energy projects. Christian activists fear this growing 
trend will drive religious minorities from their historic 
villages, where populations are rapidly declining.227 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

AUGUST 2024 Aya Lefter Greek Orthodox Cemetery 
in Kurtuluş, Istanbul, was attacked: several graves were 
damaged and across the site its grounds were dug up.

DECEMBER 2024 On New Year’s Eve, a gunman opened 
fire on the premises of the Kurtuluş Church Association 
in Çekmeköy, Istanbul, shouting: “We will not allow 
you to brainwash our Muslim youth! You infidels will 
be defeated and driven into hell!”225
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In 2025, the United States Commission on International 
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) again called for Vietnam to be 
designated as a Country of Particular Concern — although the 
State Department noted improvements in religious freedom 
since summer 2024, despite stressing more progress was 
needed. Vietnam remains highly uneven and inconsistent in 
its implementation of religious freedom.228 Positive rhetoric 
and even solid gestures from authorities — such as allowing 
the Catholic Church’s first resident nuncio since 1975 in 
2024 — vie with vague, draconian laws like Decree 95 which 
allow authorities to suspend religious groups for unspecified 
“serious violations” without giving reasons.

State control intrudes into numerous areas, e.g. no form 
of religious education is allowed in schools, including 
Church-run private schools. Authorities have persisted in 
restricting the movement of religious ministers deemed a 
threat — including Redemptorist priest Đinh Hữu Thoại229 
— even preventing them from leaving the country. The 
government can effectively veto the appointment of 
religious leaders in registered churches.

More than three-quarters of the country’s Christians are 
Catholics, with Protestants concentrated in the Central and 
Northern Highland areas. Ethnic Christian groups in the 
highlands, such as the H’Mong and Montagnards, continued 
to be persecuted. Unregistered groups bear the brunt of 
state repression, with services disrupted or worse. While 
no suspicious deaths of Highland Christians were recorded 
in the period under review, these have occurred in the past. 
In August 2025, Đắk Lắk police disrupted several Montagnard-
organised events for the International Day commemorating 
Victims of Violence based on Religion or Belief.230 

SELECTED INCIDENTS

DECEMBER 2024 62-year-old Pastor Y Hung Ayun was 
shot twice in his left knee at point blank range. Another 
motorcycle pulled alongside his own as he travelled 
home to Tara Puôr village in Đắk Lắk Province, and a 
masked passenger shot him with rubber bullets before 
speeding away. Pastor Ayun who ministers in the 
unregistered Montagnard Highland Evangelical Church 
of Christ believed the shooting was designed to pressure 
him to return to the government-approved Evangelical 
Church of Vietnam.231

MAY 2025 Montagnard Christian minister Y Thinh Niê 
was sentenced to nine years’ imprisonment for separatist 
activities. He was seized in late July 2024, without formal 
charge, after refusing to work under the auspices of the 
state-sanctioned Evangelical Church of Vietnam (South).232

JUNE 2025 Sisters mounted a new public protest over 
their ongoing demands for the return of their former 
school on Quang Trung Street, Hanoi. The property 
was expropriated by the Communist Party in the 1970s.233

AUGUST 2025 A Catholic house Mass was stopped by 
police in Thái Nguyên Province at around 8.30pm on 
Monday 11th. The house in Bình Khang vilage, Đại Từ 
Commune had its electricity cut off before authorities 
entered and demanded the service end.234

OCTOBER 2025 Pastor Y Nuen Ayun, a leader of the 
unregistered Montagnard Evangelical Church of Christ 
was arrested for “repeatedly providing fabricated 
information about religious activities in the Central 
Highlands, [and] slandering the government for 
arresting and oppressing people who participated 
in ‘Christian Protestantism’.”235

VIETNAM
COUNTRY PROFILE 

Im
ag

e:
 T

hị
nh

 L
a 

/ v
ia

 P
ex

el
s 

38   |   Persecuted and Forgotten?



1	� Samirah Mujumdar and Vivian Jacobs, ‘Harassment of religious groups 
around the world in 2023’, Pew Research Center, 15th June 2026 https://
www.pewresearch.org/religion/2026/06/15/harassment-of-religious-
groups-around-the-world-in-2023/ [accessed 10/07/26]. 2021 is cited as 
the point of comparison, as this is the data used in the last edition of 
Persecuted and Forgotten?

2 	� Global Terrorism Index 2025: Measuring the Impact of Terrorism (Institute 
for Economics & Peace, 2025), p. 6 https://www.economicsandpeace.org/
wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Global-Terrorism-Index-2026-Report.pdf 
[accessed 10/07/26].	

3	 Ibid.
4	� “Why The Sahel Remains the Epicentre of Global Terrorism”, Cisa 

Newsletter https://cisanewsletter.com/index.php/why-the-sahel-remains-
the-epicentre-of-global-terrorism/ [accessed 10/07/26].

5	� Marta Petrosillo, “Sub-Saharan Africa”, Religious Freedom in the Word 
Report 2025 https://acninternational.org/religiousfreedomreport/reports/
regional/2025/sub-saharan-africa [accessed 10/07/26].

6	� African Countries Most Affected by Terrorism, Africa View Facts, 11th March 
2025 https://africaviewfacts.com/stories/african-countries-most-affected-
by-terrorism/ [accessed 10/07/26].

7	� John Newton, “Shell-shocked parish prepares for Christmas” ACN (UK) 
News, 02/12/25 https://acnuk.org/news/2025/12/02/shell-shocked-parish-
prepares-christmas?srsltid=AfmBOorhkoOngyL6KoQHYonOa2faGSuVQIP8
qcW4tseLPtEJAO6y4UAr [accessed 10/06/26].

8	� Sultan Al-Khulaifi, “Iran’s strike on the Gulf: Burning the bridges of good 
neighbourliness” Al Jazeera, 7th March 2026 https://www.aljazeera.com/
opinions/2026/3/7/irans-strikes-on-the-gulf-burning-the-bridges-of-good-
neighbourliness [accessed 10/06/26].

9	� Amy Balog and Maria Lozano, “At least 20 killed in suicide attack 
at Damascus church” ACN (UK) News, 23rd March 2025 https://
acnuk.org/news/2025/06/23/syria-least-20-killed-suicide-
attack-damascus-church?srsltid=AfmBOor_njfVnDBYXsnqoTn-
qpEyohZ5sGiVVJ4JS3RmOEKAkNzsyueL [accessed 10/06/26].

10	� Aaron Y. Zelin, “Christians in the New Syria: Accepted, But At-Risk” The 
Washington Institute for Near East Policy, 9th December 2025 https://www.
washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/christians-new-syria-accepted-
risk [accessed 10/06/26].

11	 Ibid.
12	� Stella Martany, “Powerful Iran-backed militias in Iraq say they will start 

handing in weapons to authorities”, Associated Press, 2nd June 2026 
https://apnews.com/article/iraq-iran-us-shiite-militia-asaib-ahl-alhaq-0f1
747e05dc1384ab988da4d8eb74008 [accessed 10/06/26].

13	� “One Million People Displaced across Lebanon in just Two Weeks; Children 
in Need of Urgent Support, warns IRC”, International Rescue Committee, 
19th March 2026 https://www.rescue.org/uk/press-release/one-million-
people-displaced-across-lebanon-just-two-weeks-children-need-urgent 
[accessed 10/06/26].

14	  �Kevin Clarke, “Archbishop Warda on Iran War; a refuge for Christians 
in Iraq now under threat”, America, 12th March 2026 https://www.
americamagazine.org/politics-society/weekly-

15	� “We’ve seen real progress”, ACN (International), 12th July 2026 https://
acninternational.org/egypt-weve-seen-real-progress/ [accessed 10/06/26].

16	� “Church building vandalized in Pakistan”, Christian Daily, 7th January 2026 
https://www.christiandaily.com/news/church-building-vandalized-in-
pakistan [accessed 26/05/26].

17	� “Indian State Plans to Demolish Hundreds of ‘Unauthorized’ Church 
Structures”, International Christian Concern, 14th July 2025 https://
persecution.org/2025/07/14/indian-state-plans-to-demolish-hundreds-of-
unauthorized-church-structures/ [accessed 26/05/26].

18	� Michael Gonsalves, “Indian Christians resist planned Church demolition”, 
UCANews, 20th April 2026 https://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-
christians-resist-planned-church-demolition/112905 [accessed 26/05/26].

19	� “Laos”, Religious Freedom in the World Report (ACN, 2025) https://
acninternational.org/religiousfreedomreport/reports/country/2025/laos; 
Terry Friel, “Christians violently driven from homes in Laos”, UCANews,  
13th August 2025 https://www.ucanews.com/news/christians-violently-
driven-from-homes-in-laos/109937 [Both sites accessed 26/05/26].

20	� ‘The Holy Father calls for renewed commitment to defend religious 
freedom and stand with persecuted Christians worldwide’, ACN 
(International), 10th October 2025 https://en.acn-global.org/pope-leo-xiv-
praises-acn-for-defending-the-faith/# [accessed 10/07/26].

21	� Pope Leo XIV, “Magnifica Humanitas, On Safeguarding the human 
person in the time of artificial intelligence”, The Holy See, Paragraph 54, 
referencing Pope St John Paul II https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/
en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html  
[accessed 10/07/26].

22	� ‘Universal Declaration of Human Rights — English, United Nations https://
www.ohchr.org/en/human-rights/universal-declaration/translations/
english [accessed 10/07/26].

23	 Figures assessing the previous calendar year.
24	� “Burkina Faso”, Africa Organised Crime Index https://africa.ocindex.

net/2021/country/burkina_faso [accessed 14/07/26].

25	� A difficult figure to determine: around 40 percent is given in “Country 
Analysis: Burkina Faso”, Acaps https://www.acaps.org/en/countries/
burkina-faso ; up to 60% is given in “Could JNIM Eventually Control 
Burkina Faso?”, ADF, 18th November 2025 https://adf-magazine.
com/2025/11/could-jnim-eventually-control-burkina-faso/ ; state only 
controls 30% given in “A Growing Divergence of Security Narratives in 
Burkina Faso”, Africa Center for Strategic Studies, 26th August 2025 https://
africacenter.org/spotlight/security-narratives-burkina-faso/ ; up to 
80% given in Monika Pronczuk, “They fled from extremists. Now the 
government in Burkina Faso tries to hide their existence”, AP, 7th January 
2025 [all sites accessed 01/06/26].

26	� USCIRF, Freedom of Religion or Belief in the Sahelian Countries of Burkina 
Faso, Cameroon, and Chad, October 2025, p. 2 https://www.uscirf.gov/
sites/default/files/2025%20Issue%20Update%20Sahel_0.pdf [unless 
noted all below sites for Burkina Faso accessed 20/02/26].

27	� Nathalie Raffray, “Teenagers pulled off bus and shot as violence escalates”, 
ACN (UK) News, 31st October 2015 https://acnuk.org/news/2025/10/31/
burkina-faso-teenagers-pulled-bus-and-shot-violence-escalates

28	� Giovanni Carbone and Camillo Casola (eds.), “Sahel: 10 Years of 
Instability — Local, Regional and International Dynamics”, ISPI,  
10th October 2022 https://www.ispionline.it/sites/default/files/10_years_
instability_sahel_report.ispi_.2022_0.pdf [accessed 10/07/25].

29	� Sina Hartet and Maria Lozano, “ACN denounces new Islamist massacres 
in Burkina Faso”, Aid to the Church in Need (International), 30th August 2024 
https://acninternational.org/acn-denounces-new-islamist-massacres-in-
burkina-faso/ [accessed 10/07/25].

30	� Nathalie Raffray, “If the enemy was thinking of snuffing out Christianity, 
it’s wasting its time”, ACN (UK) News, 18th December 2025 https://acnuk.
org/news/2025/12/18/burkina-faso-if-enemy-was-thinking-snuffing-out-
christianity-its-wasting-its-time

31	� Nathalie Raffray, “Teenagers pulled off bus and shot as violence escalates”, 
ACN (UK) News, 31st October 2015 https://acnuk.org/news/2025/10/31/
burkina-faso-teenagers-pulled-bus-and-shot-violence-escalates

32	� “Temples, churches, schools, monasteries destroyed: the wounds of war 
on communities of believers”, Fides, 11th November 2025 https://www.
fides.org/en/news/77021-ASIA_MYANAMAR_Temples_churches_schools_
monasteries_destroyed_the_wounds_of_war_on_communities_of_
believers; “A Catholic church hit by bombing in Chin State”, Fides,  
10th February 2025 https://www.fides.org/en/news/76014-ASIA_
MYANMAR_A_Catholic_church_hit_by_bombing_in_Chin_State  
[Both sites accessed 28/05/26].

33	� See John Pontifex and John Newton, Persecuted and Forgotten? A Report 
on Christians oppressed for their Faith 2011-2013 (ACN, 2013), p. 28.

34	� John Cosenza, “The Rise of Buddhist Ethnonationalism and Military 
Impunity in Myanmar”, International Christian Concern, 7th February 
2020 https://www.persecution.org/2020/02/07/rise-buddhist-
ethnonationalism-military-impunity-myanmar/ [accessed 28/05/26].

35	� USCIRF 2025 Annual Report, p. 15 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/
files/2025-03/2025%20USCIRF%20Annual%20Report.pdf [accessed 30/03/26].

36	� “Myanmar Junta Airstrikes Kill 41 Civilians at Monastery and Market”, The 
Irrawaddy, 17th March 2025 https://www.irrawaddy.com/news/burma/
myanmar-junta-airstrikes-kill-41-civilians-at-monastery-and-market.
html [accessed 30/03/26]; “Myanmar Junta Airstrikes Leave 100 Dead This 
Month”, The Irrawaddy, 28th March 2025 https://www.irrawaddy.com/
news/burma/myanmar-junta-airstrikes-leave-100-dead-this-month.html 
[accessed 28/05/26].

37	� USCIRF 2026 Annual Report, p. 20 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/
files/2026-03/USCIRF_2026_AR_3326_NEW.pdf? [accessed 01/07/26].

38	� Burma: Severe Violations of Religious Freedom Against Christians 
(Burma Research Institute, 2026), p. 6 https://burmari.org/wp-content/
uploads/2026/01/Burma-Severe-Violations-of-Religious-Freedom-
Against-Christians-January-2026.pdf [accessed 01/07/26].

39	� See testimony given to USCIRF by a Baptist pastor from Chin State: 
https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/Ethnic%20Chin%20Pastor%20
Testimony.pdf [accessed 28/05/26].

40	� “Military sets fire to Cathedral in Kachin State amid escalating attacks on 
Christians”, CSW, 20th March 2025.

41	� Naw Htoi, “ကချင်မှာ ခရစ္စမတ်ပဲွစောစီးစွာကျင်းပကဖ့ုိ စစ်ကောင်စီအမိန့်
ပေးထား”, Kachin News Group, 5th December 2025 https://burmese.
kachinnews.com/2025/12/05/zz1-324/ [accessed 02/02/26].

42	� “WCC condemns violence against communities in Myanmar”, World 
Council of Churches, 17th February 2026 https://www.oikoumene.org/
news/wcc-condemns-violence-against-communities-in-myanmar 
[accessed 30/03/26].

43	� Tola Mbakwe, “‘A spiritual battle’: Myanmar Christians face renewed 
violence and oppression under military regime”, Premier News, 26th March 
2026 https://premierchristian.news/en/news/article/a-spiritual-battle-
myanmar-christians-face-violence-and-oppression-under-military-regime 
[accessed 28/05/26] cf. Unsafe State: State-Sanctioned Sexual Violence 
Against Chin Women in Burma (Women's League of Chinland, 2007).

44	� “Influential China church reports arrests as crackdown on Christians 
intensifies”, BBC News (Online), 8th January 2026 https://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/articles/ckgl8jgdxypo [accessed 04/02/26].

ENDNOTES

       |   39



45	� “China”, USCIRF 2026 Annual Report, p. 23 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/
default/files/2026-03/USCIRF_2026_AR_3326_NEW.pdf [accessed 30/03/26].

46	� Niwa Limbu, “China outlaws online preaching and prayer in sweeping 
religion crackdown”, Catholic Herald, 18th September 2025 https://
thecatholicherald.com/article/china-outlaws-online-preaching-and-
prayer-in-sweeping-religion-crackdown [accessed 03/02/26].

47	� Rafael Llanes, “Chinese Bishop Is Arrested for Celebrating Mass, 
Marking the Beginning of the Jubilee Year, Without the Permission 
of the Communist Government”, Zenit, 19th March 2025 https://zenit.
org/2025/03/19/chinese-bishop-is-arrested-for-celebrating-mass-
marking-the-beginning-of-the-jubilee-year-without-the-permission-of-
the-communist-government/ [accessed 04/02/26].

48	� Qian Lang, “Police in China’s Anhui detain 2 Christians for ‘cult’ 
activities”, Radio Free Asia, 19/03/2025 https://www.rfa.org/english/
china/2025/03/19/china-anhui-church-raid-cult/ [accessed 03/02/26].

49	� “Leaders and Members of Linfen Churches receive Prison Sentences”, 
CSW, 1st July 2025.

50	� “China arrests underground church founder, pastors”, Radio Free Asia,  
13th October 2025 https://www.rfa.org/english/china/2025/10/13/jin-
mingri-zion-church/ [accessed 03/02/26].

51	� “Influential China church reports arrests as crackdown on Christians 
intensifies”, BBC News (Online), 8th January 20206 https://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/articles/ckgl8jgdxypo [accessed 04/02/26].

52	� Edward Ross, “China arrests six Christians on charge of ‘organizing 
minors’”, Christian Daily, 21st May 2026 https://www.christiandaily.com/
news/china-arrests-six-christians-on-charge-of-organizing-minors 
[accessed 26/05/2026].

53	� “The Criminal saga of Disappeared girls continues unabated”, Coptic Solidarity, 
11th March https://www.copticsolidarity.org/2025/03/11/the-criminal-saga-of-
disappeared-coptic-girls-continues-unabated/ [accessed 11/02/26].

54	� Georgette Sharkawy, “Egypt’s Christian Girls: Between Disappearance 
and Exploitation”, Zawia3, 11th December 2024 https://zawia3.com/en/
christian-women-2/ [accessed 11/02/26].

55	� USCIRF 2026 Annual Report, p. 60 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/
files/2026-03/USCIRF_2026_AR_3326_NEW.pdf [accessed 30/03/26].

56	� “Government approves Legalization of 191 Churches — Amid ongoing 
questions over Religious Equality”, Coptic Solidarity, 18th April 2026 
https://www.copticsolidarity.org/2026/04/18/government-approves-
legalization-of-191-churches-amid-ongoing-questions-over-religious-
equality/ [accessed 20/04/2026].

﻿57	� Zahraa Abu Al-Enein, “اهئافتخا ةصق ىإل فرعت ..؟زيول فطاع ايلوج يه نم”, Almashad, 
2nd November 2024 https://almashhad.com/article/459217420284850-
entertainment/843140664517274-اهئافتخا-ةصق-ىإل-فرعت-زيول-فطاع-ايلوج-يه-نم/ 
[accessed 11/02/26].

58	� “The Criminal saga of Disappeared girls continues unabated”, Coptic Solidarity, 
11th March https://www.copticsolidarity.org/2025/03/11/the-criminal-saga-of-
disappeared-coptic-girls-continues-unabated/ [accessed 11/02/26].

59	� “Christian Convert Charged with Terrorism in Egypt”, International 
Christian Concern, 30th July 2025 https://persecution.org/2025/07/30/
christian-convert-charged-with-terrorism-in-egypt/ [accessed 11/02/26].

60	� In English the village’s name is variously spelt: Nazlet Gelf, Nazlet Jalf 
or Nazlat Jalf. “Sectarian Violence breaks out in Upper Egypt following 
rumours of Interreligious Relationship”, CSW, 24th October 2025; “Authorities 
impose Fine and Exile on Christian Family following outbreak of Sectarian 
Violence”, CSW, 29th October 2025; Raymond Ibrahim, “From Rumour to 
Rampage: The Collective Punishment of Egypt’s Coptic Christians”, Coptic 
Solidarity, 26th October 2025 https://www.copticsolidarity.org/2025/10/26/
from-rumor-to-rampage-the-collective-punishment-of-egypts-coptic-
christians ; Raymond Ibrahim, “Egypt’s ‘Reconciliation Sessions’: The 
Terrorized Submit to the Terrorist”, Middle East Forum, 2nd November 2025 
https://www.meforum.org/mef-online/egypts-reconciliation-sessions-the-
terrorized-submit-to-the-terrorist [accessed 11/02/26].

61	� “Clashes between security forces and Copts in 15 May several 
protesters arrested”, Coptic Solidarity, 3rd February 2026 https://www.
copticsolidarity.org/2026/02/03/clashes-between-security-forces-and-
copts-in-15-may-several-protesters-arrested/ ; Mariam Farouq and Nader 
Shukry “Church statement on clashes between police and 15th of May City 
Copts”, Watani, 4th February 2026 https://en.wataninet.com/coptic-affairs-
coptic-affairs/coptic-affairs/church-statement-on-clashes-between-
police-and-15th-of-may-city-copts/48116/#gsc.tab=0 [accessed 11/02/26].

62	� Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Eritrea, 
Mohamed Abdelsalam Babiker, p. 11 https://reliefweb.int/report/eritrea/
report-special-rapporteur-situation-human-rights-eritrea-mohamed-
abdelsalam-babiker-ahrc5924-enarruzh Cf. USCIRF 2026 Annual Report, 
p. 26 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2026-03/USCIRF_2026_
AR_3326_NEW.pdf [Both sites accessed 13/04/6].

63	� “Eritrea, Proclamation No. 73/1995”, Refworld https://www.refworld.org/
legal/legislation/natlegbod/1995/en/61889 [accessed 18/06/25].

64	� Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, 
Mohamed Abdelsalam Babiker, op. cit., p. 12.

65	 Ibid., p. 10.

66	 Ibid., p. 11.
67	� “Eritrea”, USCIRF 2023 Annual Report https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/

files/2023-05/Eritrea.pdf [accessed 14/04/26].
68	� “Eritrea: Priest imprisoned for more than two decades without charge”, 

International Society for Human Rights, 1st March 2026 “Eritrea: Priest 
imprisoned for more than two decades without charge”, International Society 
for Human Rights, 1st March 2026https://ishr.org/eritrea-priest-imprisoned-
for-more-than-two-decades-without-charge/ [accessed 13/04/26].

69	� “200+ arrested, including children”, Release International, 3rd July 2024 
https://releaseinternational.org/eritrea-200-arrested-including-children/ 
[accessed 13/04/26].

70	 “Eritrea”, USCIRF 2026 Annual Report, op. cit.
71	� Lauren Canterberry, “Eritrean officials refuse letter calling for release 

of imprisoned Christian leaders”, World, 22nd August 2025 https://wng.
org/sift/eritrean-officials-refuse-letter-calling-for-imprisoned-christian-
leaders-release-1755885902 [accessed 14/04/26].

72	� “Eritrea: 177 Detained Christians Mainly Released Conditionally in Late 
2025”, CSW, 30th January 2026.

73	 Figures from United Christian Forum (UCF).
74	� Kangkan Kalita and Rashmi Drolia, “Vandals target Christian decorations 

at Assam school, mob attacks mall in Raipur”, Times of India,  
26th December 2025 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/vandals-
target-christmas-decorations-at-assam-school-mob-attacks-mall-in-
raipur/articleshow/126180738.cms [accessed 29/05/26].

75	� “Protests erupt after RSS-BJP man’s alleged attack on children’s 
Christmas carol group in Kerala’s Palakkad”, The Hindu, 24th December 
2025 https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/protests-erupt-
after-rss-bjp-mans-alleged-attack-on-childrens-christmas-carol-group-in-
keralas-palakkad/article70432557.ece [accessed 06/02/26]; UCF sources.

76	� The Chhattisgarh Freedom of Religion Bill replaced a 1968 law passed 
by Madhya Pradesh State, which the separate state of Chhattisgarh 
was carved out from in 2000. The new law introduces stricter rules and 
harsher penalties for “fraudulent” religious conversions.

77	� People’s Union for Civil Liberties, Criminalising the Practise of Faith https://
pucl.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Final-Criminalising-the-Practise-
of-Faith.pdf [accessed 06/02/26].

78	 Calculated using UCF data.
79	� Syed Affan, “Refused Burials, Corpses ‘Converted’ To Hinduism: Odisha’s 

Christians Face a Surge of Violence Under a BJP Govt”, Article 14,  
17th November 2025 https://article-14.com/post/refused-burials-corpses-
converted-to-hinduism-odisha-s-christians-face-a-surge-of-violence-
under-a-bjp-govt-691a9225ec46f [accessed 06/02/26]; UCF.

80	� Obianuju Mbah, “Christian pastor beaten after communion service 
disrupted by extremists”, Christian Today, 19th August 2025 https://www.
christiantoday.com/news/christian-pastor-beaten-after-communion-
service-disrupted-by-extremists [accessed 05/02/26].

81	� “Accused of religious conversions: Priests, nuns, and a catechist attacked 
at the Gangadhar mission station”, Fides, 8th August 2025 https://
www.fides.org/en/news/76698-ASIA_INDIA_Accused_of_religious_
conversions_Priests_nuns_and_a_catechist_attacked_at_the_
Gangadhar_mission_station [accessed 05/02/26].

82	� Rita Joseph, “Humiliation of pastor by Hindu attackers ‘a disgrace for 
India’”, The Tablet, 27th January 2026 https://www.thetablet.co.uk/
news/humiliation-of-pastor-by-hindu-attackers-a-disgrace-for-india/ ; 
Satyasundar Barik, “Odisha police detain nine over attack on pastor in 
Dhenkanal”, The Hindu, 22nd January 2026 https://www.thehindu.com/
news/national/odisha/odisha-police-detain-nine-over-attack-on-pastor-
in-dhenkanal/article70538334.ece [accessed 05/02/26].

83	� “Twenty-six Christian families expelled from home village in Chhattisgarh, 
India”, Barnabus Aid, 29th June 2026 https://www.barnabasaid.org/gb/
news/twenty-six-christian-families-expelled-from-home-village-in-
chhattisgarh/ [accessed 02/07/26].

84	� Tim Ross, “Inside an exiled prince’s plan for regime change in Iran”, 
Politico,13th January 2026 https://www.politico.eu/article/reza-pahlavi-
iran-revolution-exiled-prince-plan-regime-change/ [accessed 01/06/26].

85	� Kay Armin Serjoie, Roxana Saberi, Fatemeh Jamalpour, “Iran Protest 
Death Toll Could Top 30,000, According to Local Health Officials”, Time, 
25th January 2026 https://time.com/7357635/more-than-30000-killed-in-
iran-say-senior-officials/ [accessed 01/06/26].

86	� “Iran”, Article18 Alliance https://articleeighteen.com/country-profile/ 
[accessed 01/06/26].

87	 Ibid.
88	� “Iran”, Religious Freedom in the World Report (ACN, 2025) https://

acninternational.org/religiousfreedomreport/reports/country/2025/iran 
[accessed 01/06/26].

89	� “Iran”, World Watchlist 2026 https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/
world-watch-list/iran/ [accessed 01/06/26].

90	� “Scapegoat — Rights violations against Christians in Iran 2026” Article18 
Alliance, 19th February 2026 https://articleeighteen.com/news/23529/ 
[accessed 01/06/26].

40   |   Persecuted and Forgotten?



91	 Ibid.
92	� “Conscience Held Captive: The State of Religious Minorities in the 

Islamic Republic of Iran” Iranwire, 24th April 2025 https://iranwire.com/
en/religious-minorities/140614-conscience-held-captive-the-state-of-
religious-minorities-in-the-islamic-republic-of-iran-2/ [accessed 01/06/26].

93	� “Naser Navard Gol-Tapeh suffers stroke in prison”, Church in Chains,  
27th March 2025 https://www.churchinchains.ie/news-by-country/middle-
east/iran/iran-naser-navard-gol-tapeh-suffers-stroke-in-prison/

94	� “Catholic Convert incommunicado two weeks after rearrest” Article18 
Alliance, 27th January 2026 https://articleeighteen.com/news/23156/ 
[accessed 01/06/26].

95	� Tola Mbakwe, “Christian woman sentenced to nearly a decade in prison 
after authorities seize Bible”, Premier Christian News, 25th May 2026 https://
premierchristian.news/en/news/article/christian-woman-sentenced-to-
nearly-a-decade-in-prison-after-authorities-seize-bible ; “Catholic convert 
incommunicado two weeks after rearrest”, Article 18, 27th January 2026 
https://articleeighteen.com/news/23485/ [both sites accessed 02/07/26].

96	� “Qavam church, targeted by the Pasdaran, a symbol of repression”, Asia 
News, 1st July 2026 https://www.asianews.it/news-en/Qavam-church,-
targeted-by-the-Pasdaran,-a-symbol-of-repression-65761.html [accessed 
02/07/26] ; “Please pray: Iranian church under threat of demolition”, Open 
Doors, 13th July 2026 https://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/latest-news/
iran-church-demolition/ [accessed 16/07/26].

97	� Philip Loft, “Iraq: Introductory country profile”, House of Commons Library, 
24th November 2025, p12 https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/
documents/CBP-10397/CBP-10397.pdf [accessed 01/06/26].

98	� “Iraq” USCIRF, March 2026, p.64-65 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/
files/2026-03/USCIRF_2026_AR%20(2).pdf [accessed 01/06/26].

99	� Elliott Banks, “ACN helps shape new report of Religious Freedom in Iraq”, 
ACN (UK) News, 27th March 2026 https://acnuk.org/news/2026/03/27/acn-
helps-shape-new-report-religious-freedom-iraq [accessed 01/06/2026].

100	� “Iraq”, Religious Freedom in the World Report (ACN, 2025) https://
acninternational.org/religiousfreedomreport/reports/country/2025/iraq 
[accessed 01/06/26].

101	 Ibid.
102	� Kevin Clarke, “Archbishop Warda on Iran War; a refuge for Christians 

in Iraq now under threat”, America, 12th March 2026 https://www.
americamagazine.org/politics-society/weekly-dispatch/2026/03/12/
chaldean-archbishop-warda-erbil-drone-iraq-iran/ [accessed 01/06/26].

103	� John Pontifex, “Christian quarter of Erbil hit in drone strike — but nobody 
hurt”, ACN (UK) News, 5th March 2026 https://acnuk.org/news/2026/03/05/
christian-quarter-erbil-hit-drone-strike-nobody-hurt [accessed 01/06/2026].

104	� UK Government, “Country policy and information note: religious 
minorities, Iraq, September 2024” UK Visas and Immigration, updated  
6th May 2026 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/iraq-
country-policy-and-information-notes/country-policy-and-information-
note-religious-minorities-iraq-september-2024-accessible#assessment 
[accessed 01/06/26].

105	� “UNITAD shares detailed findings of international crimes committed 
against Christians by ISIL (Daesh)” United Nations, 16th September 
2024 https://iraq.un.org/en/278773-unitad-shares-detailed-
findings-international-crimes-committed-against-christians-isil-da 
[accessed 01/06/26].

106	� “Iraq” USCIRF, March 2026, p.64-65 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/
files/2026-03/USCIRF_2026_AR%20(2).pdf [accessed 01/06/26].

107	 Private meeting with Bishop Felix in Al-Qosh, 18th February 2026.
108	� “Christian woman wins legal challenge against Muslim designation 

in Iraq’s official database”, ADF International, 12th May 2026 https://
adfinternational.org/news/christian-woman-wins-legal-challenge-against-
muslim-designation-in-iraqs-official-database [accessed 01/06/26].

109	� Global Terrorism Index 2025: Measuring The Impact of Terrorism (Institute for 
Economics & Peace, 2025), p. 6. https://www.economicsandpeace.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/03/Global-Terrorism-Index-2025.pdf [accessed 08/07/26].

110	� “Mali”, Religious Freedom in the World Report (ACN, 2025) https://
acninternational.org/religiousfreedomreport/reports/country/2025/mali 
[accessed 08/07/26].

111	 Ibid.
112	� “Mali”, World Watchlist 2026 https://www.opendoors.org/en-US/

persecution/countries/mali/ [accessed 08/07/26].
113	� “Triple threat: Mali Christians caught between government repression, 

censorship and extremist attacks”, 2nd June 2025, Christian Today https://
www.christiantoday.com/news/triple-threat-mali-christians-caught-
between-government-repression-censorship-and-extremist-attacks 
[accessed 08/07/26].

114	 ACN source.
115	� “Christians killed and threatened in series of incidents in DRC, Nigeria and 

Mali”, Open Doors, 17th August 2024 https://www.opendoorsuk.org/news/
latest-news/africa-attacks-christians [accessed 08/07/26].

116	� Amy Balog and Maria Lozano, “Jihadists demand crippling religious 
tax from Christians”, ACN (UK) News, 31st October 2024 https://acnuk.
org/news/2024/10/31/mali-jihadists-demand-crippling-religious-tax-
christians [accessed 02/07/26].

117	� Amy Balog, “Catholic education in danger”, ACN (UK) News, 21st January 
2025 https://acnuk.org/news/2025/01/21/mali-catholic-education-danger 
[accessed 02/07/26].

118	� “Annual Marian pilgrimage cancelled for security reasons”, Fides, 12th 
November 2025 https://www.fides.org/en/news/77025 [accessed 08/07/26].

119	� “Mozambique?”, World Watchlist 2026 https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
persecution/world-watch-list/mozambique/ [accessed 08/07/26].

120	 Ibid.
121	� Marta Petrosillo, “Sub-Saharan Africa”, Religious Freedom in the World 

Report 2025 Executive Summary (ACN, 2025), [UK edition] p. 12.
122	� Lyndsey Koh, “Over 30 Christians Beheaded in Mozambique, Churches 

Burned”, Mission Network News,17th October 2025 https://www.
mnnonline.org/news/over-30-christians-beaheded-in-mozambique-
churches-burned/ [accessed 08/07/26].

123	� “Two Christians captured and killed by Islamists in northern 
Mozambique”, Barnabus Aid, 5th March 2026 https://www.barnabasaid.
org/gb/news/two-christians-captured-and-killed-by-islamists-in-
northern-mozambique/ [accessed 08/07/26].

124	� “Report Reveals Top Global Christian Persecutors”, International Christian 
Concern, 30th January 2026 https://persecution.org/2026/01/30/report-
reveals-top-global-christian-persecutors/ [accessed 08/07/26].

125	� Nathalie Raffray and Paulo Aido, “Children abducted as 60,000 flee 
wave of terror”, ACN (UK) News, 8th August 2025 https://acnuk.org/
news/2025/08/08/mozambique-children-abducted-60000-flee-wave-
terror [accessed 08/07/26].

126	� Nathalie Raffray and Paulo Aido, “Christian man beheaded, others killed 
and thousands flee as violence strikes communities”, ACN (UK) News, 
21st November 2025 https://acnuk.org/news/2025/11/21/mozambique-
christian-man-beheaded-others-killed-and-thousands-flee-violence-
strikes [accessed 08/07/26].

127	  �“Two Christians captured and killed by Islamists in northern 
Mozambique”, Barnabus Aid, 5th March 2026 https://www.barnabasaid.
org/gb/news/two-christians-captured-and-killed-by-islamists-in-
northern-mozambique/ [accessed 08/07/26].

128	� Nathalie Raffray, “‘Faith should never justify violence’ say Muslims 
after church attack”, ACN (UK) News, 12th May https://acnuk.org/
news/2026/05/12/faith-should-never-justify-violence-say-muslims-after-
church-attack [accessed 08/07/26].

129	� “Religious Freedom in Nicaragua ‘Abysmal’ According to U.S. Government 
Report”, International Christian Concern, 26th March 2025 https://
persecution.org/2025/03/26/religious-freedom-in-nicaragua-abysmal-
according-to-u-s-government-report/ [accessed 08/07/26].

130	� USCIRF 2025 Annual Report, p. 35 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/
files/2026-03/USCIRF_2026_AR_3326_NEW.pdf [accessed 08/07/26].

131	 Ibid., p. 34.
132	� Nicaragua: Persecution Beyond Borders Exile and Transnational Human 

Rights Violations (Group of Human Rights Experts on Nicaragua, 2025), 
p. 7 https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/
hrcouncil/grhe-nicaragua/2025-09-23-ghren-transnational-violations-en.
pdf [accessed 02/07/26].

133	� “Al menos 261 religiosos han sido desterrados de Nicaragua”, DW.com,  
8th September 2025 https://www.dw.com/es/al-menos-261-religiosos-
han-sido-desterrados-de-nicaragua/a-73913098 [accessed 02/07/26].

134	� “Denis Martínez García”, USCIRF https://www.uscirf.gov/denis-martinez-
garcia [accessed 08/07/26].

135	� “Dictatorship in Nicaragua arrests two more priests and two laywomen”, 
EWTN News, 12th August 2024 https://ewtn.co.uk/article-dictatorship-in-
nicaragua-arrests-two-more-priests-and-two-laywomen/ [accessed 08/07/26].

136	� “Seminary in Nicaragua’s Diocese of Matagalpa seized”, Vatican News, 
23rd January 2025 https://www.vaticannews.va/en/church/news/2025-
01/nicaragua-ortega-government-attack-on-the-catholic-church.html 
[accessed 22/04/26].

137	  �“Pastor and Seven Other Christians Disappear After Arrest”, 4th November 2025, 
Christian Mission International https://www.persecutionsa.org/post/nicaragua-
pastor-seven-other-christians-disappear-after-arrest [accessed 08/07/26].

138	� USCIRF, Country Update: Nicaragua, p. 3 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/
files/2026%20Nicaragua%20Country%20Update.pdf [accessed 08/07/26].

139	� “Ortega's dictatorship prohibits priestly ordinations in four dioceses 
of Nicaragua”, InfoVaticana, 12th March 2026 https://infovaticana.com/
en/2026/03/12/ortegas-dictatorship-prohibits-priestly-ordinations-in-
four-dioceses-of-nicaragua/ [accessed 08/07/26].

140	� Walter Sánchez Silva, “Nicaraguan police arrest 80-year-old bishop being 
treated at a medical clinic”, Catholic World Report, 30th June 2026 https://
www.catholicworldreport.com/2026/06/30/nicaraguan-police-arrest-80-
year-old-bishop-being-treated-at-a-medical-clinic/ [accessed 02/07/26].

141	� “Nigeria: UN experts warn of rights violations against women and girls 
from Christian and other religious minority communities”, UNHR,  
8th June 2026 https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/06/nigeria-
un-experts-warn-rights-violations-against-women-and-girls-christian 
[accessed 22/06/26].

142	 Ibid.

       |   41



143	 Hear Her Cries (ACN, 2021), p. 26.
144	� “A decade After Chibok, Nigeria confronts a new surge in child 

abductions”, UNOHC, 12th January 2026 https://www.ohchr.org/en/
stories/2026/01/decade-after-chibok-nigeria-confronts-new-surge-child-
abductions [accessed 23/02/26].

145	� Filipe d'Avillez, “Priest kidnapped and murdered”, ACN (UK) News, 
5th March 2025 https://acnuk.org/news/2025/03/05/nigeria-priest-
kidnapped-and-murdered [accessed 23/02/26].

146	� John Newton, “36 killed by extremists in weekend of terror”, ACN (UK) 
News, 27th May 2025 https://acnuk.org/news/2025/05/27/nigeria-36-
killed-extremists-weekend-terror [accessed 23/02/26].

147	� John Newton, “School children released — but kidnapping still a 
national crisis”, ACN (UK) News, 23rd December 2025 https://acnuk.org/
news/2025/12/23/nigeria-school-children-released-kidnapping-still-
national-crisis [accessed 23/02/26].

148	� Makuochi Okafor, “Nigeria police confirm mass church abductions after 
previous denial”, BBC News (online), 19th January 20206 https://www.bbc.
co.uk/news/articles/c4grw9vg7y4o [accessed 23/02/26].

149	� Anugrah Kumar, “Children taken from Christian Orphanage still in Gov’t 
Custody after Failed Handover”, Christian Post, 20th April 2026 https://
www.christianpost.com/news/children-taken-from-christian-orphanage-
still-in-govt-custody.html [accessed 31/-7/26].

150	� Rachel Huston, “Pastor and 27 Christians killed in overnight attack on 
Nigerian village”, Premier, 26th June 2026 https://premierchristian.news/
en/news/article/reverend-among-those-killed-in-latest-attack-on-
christian-village-in-nigeria [accessed 02/07/26].

151	� “Does North Korea Have Freedom of Religion?”, Legality Clarity https://
legalclarity.org/does-north-korea-have-freedom-of-religion/ [unless 
noted all sites for North Korea accessed 20/04/26].

152	� Kimilsingism-KimjongIlism and the Right to Freedom of religion, thought 
and conscience in North Korea (USCIRF, 2022), p. 5 https://www.uscirf.
gov/publication/kimilsungism-kimjongilism-and-right-freedom-religion-
thought-and-conscience-north-korea

153	� “Kin Jon Un sidelines his predecessors in sweeping cult of personality 
push”, DailyNK, 14th April 2026 https://www.dailynk.com/english/kim-
jong-un-cult-of-personality-north-korea-ninth-party-congress/

154	� “North Korea”, USCRIF 2026 Annual Report, March 2026 p38 https://www.
uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2026-03/USCIRF_2026_AR%20(2).pdf

155	 Ibid.
156	� Mun Dong Hui, “N. Korea’s political prison camps: Shrinking populations 

amid tightening control”, Daily NK, 30th July 2024 https://www.dailynk.
com/english/north-korea-political-prison-camps-shrinking-populations-
amid-tightening-control/ [accessed 06/07/26].

157	� Mun Dong Hui, ‘N. Korean political prison population rises as cultural 
crackdowns intensify’, Daily NK, 12th September 2025 https://www.dailynk.
com/english/n-korean-political-prison-population-rises-as-cultural-
crackdowns-intensify/

158	� Julian Ryall, “North Korea claims victory in ‘war on religion”, DW.com,  
28th November 2025 https://www.dw.com/en/north-korea-claims-victory-
in-war-on-religion/a-74937436

159	� “North Korea”, World Watchlist, https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
persecution/world-watch-list/north-korea/

160	� “Christianity in North Korea”, Crossing Borders https://www.
crossingbordersnk.org/christianity-in-north-korea

161	� Julian Ryall, “North Korea claims victory in ‘war on religion”, DW.com, 
28th November 2025 https://www.dw.com/en/north-korea-claims-victory-
in-war-on-religion/a-74937436

162	� “Reach the Last: Secret Christians in North Korea”, TWR, 1st January 2025 
https://twr.org/story/reach-the-last-secret-christians-in-north-korea

163	� “Stories in North Korean Christians Highlighted in New Disappearances 
Report”, International Christian Concern, 10th June 2025 https://
persecution.org/2025/06/10/stories-of-north-korean-christians-
highlighted-in-new-disappearances-report/

164	� “Zhang Wen Shi”, USCIRF, https://www.uscirf.gov/religious-prisoners-
conscience/forb-victims-database/zhang-wen-shi ; Ruby Li, ‘Chinese 
Church Leader Zhang Weri Si Released After 11 Years of Imprisonment 
in North Korea”, The Gospel Herald, 9th February 2026 https://english.
gospelherald.com/news/chinese-church-leader-zhang-wen-si-released-
after-11-years-of-imprisonment-in-north-korea

165	� “Pakistan”, USCIRF 2026 Annual Report, p. 40 <https://www.uscirf.gov/
sites/default/files/2026-03/USCIRF_2026_AR%20%282%29.pdf>  
[All below Pakistan sites accessed 16th April 2026].

166	� “Groundbreaking Educational Reform: Pakistan Introduces Inclusive 
Religious Education Curriculum”, The White Post, 23rd January 2024 
https://thewhiteposts.com/groundbreaking-educational-reform-
pakistan-introduces-inclusive-religious-education-curriculum/

167	� Umaymah Suhail, “Child Marriage Restraint Act, 2025: End Child Marriage 
in Pakistan”, The Borgen Project https://borgenproject.org/child-marriage-
restraint-act/

168	� Tariq Ahmad, “Pakistan: President Grants Assent to Islamabad Child 
Marriage Law”, Law Library of Congress https://www.loc.gov/item/
global-legal-monitor/2025-07-01/pakistan-president-grants-assent-to-
islamabad-child-marriage-law/

169	� Amjad Mahmood, “Bill seeking to raise minimum legal age for Christian 
marriage submitted to Punjab Assembly committee”, Dawn, 9th April 2026 
https://www.dawn.com/news/1990251

170	� “Christian leaders seek review of Maria case ruling, oppose child marriage 
law”, Pakistan Today, 14th April 2026 https://www.pakistantoday.com.
pk/2026/04/14/christian-leaders-seek-review-of-maria-case-ruling-
oppose-child-marriage-law

171	� “Christian leaders seek review of Maria case ruling, oppose child marriage 
law”, Pakistan Today, 14th April 2026 https://www.pakistantoday.com.
pk/2026/04/14/christian-leaders-seek-review-of-maria-case-ruling-
oppose-child-marriage-law

172	� Pia Gralki and Catherine Caruso, “Pakistan Law Allows Men to Marry 
Girls After Their First Period”, Global Citizen, 11th February 2020 https://
www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/pakistan-court-allows-men-to-marry-
underage-girls/ [All below Pakistan sites accessed 22/04/26].

173	� “UN experts concerned by forced conversion through marriage in 
Pakistan”, United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner, 
22nd April 2026 https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2026/04/un-
experts-concerned-forced-conversion-through-marriage-pakistan

174	� “The Forced Islamization of Pakistan’s Religious Minorities”, Voice of 
Pakistan Minority, 12th August 2025 https://thevopm.org/the-forced-
islamization-of-pakistans-religious-minorities/ ; Anwar Iqbal, ‘1,000 
minority girls forced into marriage every year: report’, Dawn, 8th April 2014 
https://www.dawn.com/news/1098452

175	� “Record Number of Blasphemy Cases Recorded in Pakistan”, Morning Star 
News, 1st May 2025 https://morningstarnews.org/2025/05/record-number-
of-blasphemy-cases-recorded-in-pakistan/

176	� John Pontifex, “Christian woman sentenced to death over WhatsApp 
messages”, ACN (Ireland), 27th September 2024 https://www.acnireland.
org/journal/2024/9/30/pakistan-christian-woman-sentenced-to-death-
over-whatsapp-messages

177	� Juliet Chowdhry, “A Christian Family’s Fight to Bring Their Daughter 
Home”, Pakistan Christian Post, 19th February 2025 https://www.
pakistanchristianpost.com/head-line-news-details/8150

178	� “Christians take to streets to protest lack of justice 2 years after Jaranwala 
attacks”, Christian Post, 24th August 2025 https://www.christianpost.com/
news/christians-protest-lack-of-justice-2-years-after-jaranwala-attacks.html

179	� John Pontifex, “Demand for justice after Christian man found hanged”, 
ACN (UK) News, 11th March 2026 https://acnuk.org/news/2026/03/11/
demand-justice-after-christian-man-found-hanged

180	� “After three years of conflict, Sudan faces a deeper health crisis”, WHO,  
14th April 2026 https://www.who.int/news/item/14-04-2026-after-three-
years-of-conflict--sudan-faces-a-deeper-health-crisis [accessed 22/04/26].

181	� “Genocide is declared once more in Sudan. How did the country get here”, 
CNN, 10th January https://edition.cnn.com/2025/01/10/africa/sudan-
genocide-explained

182	� “The Washington Times: Trump can stop Sudan violence with two phone 
calls”, USCIRF, 3rd December 2025 https://www.uscirf.gov/news-room/op-
eds/washington-times-trump-can-stop-sudan-violence-two-phone-calls 
[accessed 08/07/26].

183	� “How Sudan's Christians Became Targets in Africa's Deadliest War”, The 
Restorationist, 8th December 2025 https://restoremag.com/how-sudans-
christians-became-targets-in-africas-deadliest-war/ [accessed 08/07/26].

184	 Ibid.
185	� “Sudan”, Religious Freedom in the Word Report 2025 https://

acninternational.org/religiousfreedomreport/reports/country/2025/
sudan [accessed 08/07/26].

186	� Laetitia Bader, “UN Body Finds 'Hallmarks of Genocide' in Darfur”, Human 
Rights Watch, 24th February 2026 https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/02/24/
un-body-finds-hallmarks-of-genocide-in-darfur [accessed 08/07/26].

187	� “Christians in Sudan Watch Helplessly as their Church Building is 
Demolished”, International Christian Concern, 25th July 2025 https://
persecution.org/2025/07/25/christians-in-sudan-watch-helplessly-as-
their-church-building-is-demolished/ [accessed 08/07/26].

188	� “Sudan”, World Watchlist https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/
world-watch-list/sudan/ [accessed 08/07/26].

189	� “Christians in Sudan Watch Helplessly as their Church Building is 
Demolished”, op cit.

190	� “Officials in Sudan Warn Church Building Will Be Demolished”, Morning 
Star News, 19th June 2026 https://morningstarnews.org/2026/06/officials-
in-sudan-warn-church-building-will-be-demolished/ [accessed 06/07/26].

191	� “5 Dead after RSF Bombs Churches in Sudan”, International Christian 
Concern, 14th July https://persecution.org/2025/07/14/5-dead-after-rsf-
bombs-churches-in-sudan/ [accessed 08/07/26].

192	� “Christians in Sudan Watch Helplessly as their Church Building is 
Demolished”, op cit.

193	� “Drone Strike on Christmas Day Kills Christians in Sudan”, Morning Star 
News, 2nd January 2026 https://morningstarnews.org/2026/01/drone-
strike-on-christmas-day-kills-christians-in-sudan/ [accessed 08/07/26].

194	� Nathalie Raffrey, “Priest who refused to evacuate volatile region 
murdered by militants”, ACN (UK) News, 22nd June 2026 https://acnuk.org/
news/2026/06/22/priest-who-refused-evacuate-volatile-region-murdered-
militants [accessed 09/07/26].

42   |   Persecuted and Forgotten?



195	� “Ahmed al-Sharaa”, Britannica https://www.britannica.com/biography/
Ahmed-al-Sharaa [accessed 08/07/26].

196	� “Syria”, USCIRF Annual Report 2026 https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/
files/2026-03/USCIRF%202026%20Annual%20Report%20Syria.pdf [unless 
noted all sites for Syria accessed 20/04/26].

197	� Souheil Lawand, “Hopes Rise for Christians as Church Leaders Meet New 
Syria Leader”, EWTN, 4th January 2025 https://ewtn.co.uk/article-hopes-
rise-for-christians-as-church-leaders-meet-new-syria-leader/

198	� “Syria: Al-Sharaa swears in new government including Christian woman, 
four months after Assad ouster”, The New Arab, 30th March 2025 https://
ewtn.co.uk/article-hopes-rise-for-christians-as-church-leaders-meet-
new-syria-leader/

199	� “Syria’s de facto ruler reassures minorities, meets Lebanese Druze leader”, 
The Jerusalem Post, 22nd December 2024 https://www.jpost.com/middle-
east/article-834451

200	� John Pontifex, “Syrian Christians face anxious Holy Week”, The Tablet, 
17th April 2025 https://www.thetablet.co.uk/features/syrian-christians-
face-anxious-holy-week/

201	� John Pontifex, “Syrian Christians face anxious Holy Week”, The Tablet,  
17th April 2025 https://www.thetablet.co.uk/features/syrian-christians-
face-anxious-holy-week/

202	� John Pontifex, “Can Syria’s Christians Survive under Al-Sharaa?”, The 
Catholic Herald, 24th May 2026 https://thecatholicherald.com/article/can-
syrias-christians-survive-under-al-sharaa [accessed 10/07/26].

203	� David Gritten, “Suicide Bombing at Damascus Church Kills 25, Syrian 
Authorities Say”, BBC News (Online), 22nd June 2025 https://www.bbc.
co.uk/news/articles/c307n9p43z9o [accessed 10/07/26].

204	� “UN Syria Commission finds March Coastal Violence was Widespread 
and Systematic: outlines urgent steps to prevent future violations and 
restore public confidence”, United Nations Human Rights Office of the 
High Commissioner, 14th August 2025 https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-
releases/2025/08/un-syria-commission-finds-march-coastal-violence-
was-widespread-and [accessed 10/07/26].

205	� “Sleeper Cells: How Likely is ISIS to Regroup in New Syria?”, Al Estiklal, 
June 2025 https://www.alestiklal.net/en/article/sleeper-cells-how-likely-
is-isis-to-regroup-in-new-syria [accessed 10/07/26].

206	� Jeremy Bowen, “Syria feels lighter without the Assads’ crushing weight — 
but now there are new problems”, BBC News (Online), 8th December 2025 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cy7v53366ejo [accessed 10/07/26].

207	� “Syria: in 14 Years, the Christian Presence has Fallen by 84%: these are 
the Numbers”, Zenit, 13th December 2025 https://zenit.org/2025/12/13/
syria-in-14-years-the-christian-presence-has-fallen-by-84-these-are-the-
numbers/ [accessed 10/07/26].

208	� Dario Salvi, “Cardinal Zenari: My 17 years as Nuncio in Syria Amid Aar and 
a Thirst for Unity”, AsiaNews, 13th February 2026 https://www.asianews.it/
news-en/Cardinal-Zenari:-My-17-years-as-nuncio-in-Syria-amid-war-and-
a-thirst-for-unity-64838.html [accessed 14/07/26].

209	� Cian Ward, “How attacks on a Christian town test Syria’s postwar 
cohesion”, The New Arab, 2nd April 2026 https://www.newarab.com/
analysis/how-attacks-christian-town-test-syrias-postwar-cohesion 
[accessed 10/07/26].

210	� Ghaith Alsayed and Kareen Chehayeb, “Mideast governments condemn 
suicide bombing of Syrian church as death toll rises to 25”, AP News, 23rd 
June 2025 https://apnews.com/article/syria-church-bombing-damascus-
6b50914de4ee3b6944522bf6e3a8dd10 ; “Suicide attack on Damascus 
church: At least 20 dead; Syria says IS group involved”, The Times of India, 
23rd June 2025 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/rest-of-world/
suicide-attack-on-damascus-church-powerful-blast-heard-in-syria-
witnesses-say/articleshow/122008045.cms [Both sites accessed 10/07/26].

211	� “Christian killed by jihadist commando. Minorities still targeted in Syria”, 
AsiaNews, 2nd February 2026 https://www.asianews.it/news-en/Christian-
killed-by-jihadist-commando.-Minorities-still-targeted-in-Syria-64760.
html [accessed 17/07/26]

212	� Souhail Lawand, “Syria’s churches scale back Easter celebrations after 
attack on Christian town”, EWTN News, 1st April 2026 https://www.
ewtnnews.com/world/middle-east/syria-s-churches-scale-back-easter-
celebrations-after-attack-on-christian-town [accessed 10/07/26].

213	� “Apostolic Journey of His Holiness Leo XIV in Türkiye and Lebanon (27 
November to 2 December 2025) — Visit to the Sultan Ahmet Mosque and 
Private Meeting with the Heads of Christian Churches and Communities 
at the Syriac Orthodox Church of Mar Ephrem, 29.11.2025”, Holy See Press 
Office, 29th November 2025 https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/
en/bollettino/pubblico/2025/11/29/251129a.html [accessed 31/03/26].

214	� The Persecution of Christians in Turkey (European Centre for Law and 
Justice, 2025), p. 12.

215	� “Christians denounce impact of mandatory church registrations in 
countries like Serbia and Turkey”, Evangelical Focus, 13th March 2025 
https://evangelicalfocus.com/world/30432/evangelicals-reflect-on-
the-negative-impact-of-mandatory-church-registration-on-religious-
minorities [accessed 26/02/26].

216	� Thibault van den Bossche, “Turkey: The Systematic Plundering of 
Christian Properties”, European Centre for Law and Justice, 10th February 
2025 https://eclj.org/religious-autonomy/echr/turquie-spoliation-
methodique-des-biens-chretiens?lng=en ; Thibault van den Bossche, 

“Expropriation in Turkey: an Armenian foundation deprived of its 
property”, European Centre for Law and Justice, 3rd November 2025 https://
eclj.org/religious-autonomy/echr/spoliation-en-turquie--une-fondation-
armenienne-privee-de-ses-biens [both sites accessed 31/03/26].

217	� “Turkey (Türkiye)”, US State Dept 2023 Report on International Religious 
Freedom https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-
religious-freedom/turkey/ [accessed 31/03/26].

218	� “Turkey taken to task over Christians banned from the country”, 
Christian Today, 10th February 2026 https://www.christiantoday.com/
news/turkey-taken-to-task-over-christians-banned-from-the-country 
[accessed 10/07/26].

219	� “Application no. 37814/21: David Kim Wilson and Pamela Lynn Wilson against 
Türkiye and 19 other applications”, European Court of Human Rights  
https://hudoc.echr.coe int/#{"tabview":["document"], "itemid":["001-248520"]} 
[accessed 26/02/26].

220	� “Turkish Government Denies Targeted Deportation of Christian 
Missionaries; Accuses European Parliament of ‘Interference’”, ADF,  
17th February 2026 https://adfinternational.org/news/turkish-
government-denies-targeted-deportation-of-christian-missionaries-
accuses-european-parliament-of-interference [accessed 26/02/26].

221	� “State Department Press Statement on 50th Anniversary of Halki Seminary 
Closure”, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 29th July 2021 https://
archons.org/state-department-press-statement-on-50th-anniversary-of-
halki-seminary-closure/ [accessed 31/03/26].

222	� “Greek FM visits historic Istanbul seminary in push for reopening”, 
Hürriyet Daily News, 2nd May 2025 https://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/
greek-fm-visits-historic-istanbul-seminary-in-push-for-reopening-208740 
[accessed 26/02/26].

223	� “In Meeting with Trump, Erdogan Promises to ‘Do Our Part’ in Reopening 
of Halki Seminary”, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 26th 
September 2025 https://archons.org/erdogan-promises-halki-seminary/ 
[accessed 29/05/26].

224	� “Halki Seminary to reopen in September after decades of closure, 
patriarch says”, Bianet, 12th May 2026 https://bianet.org/haber/halki-
seminary-to-reopen-in-september-after-decades-of-closure-patriarch-
says-319556 [accessed 29/05/26].

225	� “Gunman fires on Christian association in İstanbul”, Stockholm Center for 
Freedom, 2nd January 2025 https://stockholmcf.org/gunman-fires-on-
christian-association-in-istanbul/ [accessed 16/02/26].

226	� “Ancient Assyrian Church Desecrated in Turkey”, AINA, 4th September 2025.
227	� “Turkey seizing Christian and Yazidi land for energy development”, Zenit, 

4th June 2026 https://zenit.org/2026/06/04/turkey-seizing-christian-and-
yazidi-land-for-energy-development/ [accessed 10/07/26].

228	� Michelle A. Vu, “Report: Vietnam Shows Progress in Religious Freedom; 
More Needed”, Christian Post, 16th November 2025 https://www.
christianpost.com/news/report-vietnam-shows-progress-in-religious-
freedom-more-needed.html [accessed 18/02/26].

229	� “Dinh Huu Thoai”, Project 88 https://the88project.org/profile/393/dinh-
huu-thoai/ [accessed 09/07/26].

230	� USCIRF, Country Update: Vietnam, December 2025 https://www.uscirf.gov/
sites/default/files/2025-12/2025%20Vietnam%20Country%20Update%20
%28002%29.pdf [accessed 10/07/26].

231	� “Protestant Pastor shot with rubber bullets”, CSW, 10th December 2024; 
“2 independent Protestant pastors shot in Vietnam’s Central Highlands”, 
Vietnam Human Rights Defenders, 10th December 2024 https://www.
vietnamhumanrightsdefenders.net/2024/12/10/2-independent-
protestant-pastors-shot-in-vietnams-central-highlands/

232	� “USCIRF kêu gọi phóng thích tín hữu tin lành độc lập Y Thinh Niê”, Voice of 
America (Vietnam), 29th September 2024 https://www.voatiengviet.com/a/
uscirf-keu-goi-phong-thich-tin-huu-tin-lanh-doc-lap-y-thinh-nie/7802693.
html ; “Đối tượng hoạt động Fulro bị tuyên phạt 9 năm tù giam”, Nhân 
Dân, 23rd May 2025 https://nhandan.vn/dak-lak-doi-tuong-hoat-dong-
fulro-bi-tuyen-phat-9-nam-tu-giam-post882009.html

233	� Alex Hoang, “The Vietnamese govt and Church properties: An unending 
story”, UCANews, 17th June 2025 https://www.ucanews.com/news/the-
vietnamese-govt-and-church-properties-an-unending-story/109340 
; “Catholic Nuns Stand Tall to Stop Land Grab in Vietnam from Local 
Business”, International Christian Concern, 20th June 2026 https://
persecution.org/2016/06/20/catholic-nuns-stand-tall-to-stop-land-grab-
in-vietnam-from-local-business/ [both sites accessed 26/02/26].

234	� Trường Sơn, “Thái Nguyên: Thánh lễ tại gia bị cắt điện, ba người bị đưa 
về trụ sở công an”, Radio Free Asia, 11th August 2025 https://www.rfa.
org/vietnamese/trong-nuoc/2025/08/11/tu-do-ton-giao-cong-giao-thai-
nguyen/ [accessed 10/07/26].

235	� “Y Nuen Ayun”, USCIRF https://www.uscirf.gov/religious-prisoners-
conscience/forb-victims-database/y-nuen-ayun ; “Vietnam: Former 
Political Prisoner Rearrested”, Human Rights Watch, 20th October 2025 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/10/20/vietnam-former-political-
prisoner-rearrested ; “Vietnamese pastor-rights activist arrested on 
anti-state charges”, UCANews, 9th October 2025 https://www.ucanews.
com/news/vietnamese-pastor-rights-activist-arrested-on-anti-state-
charges/110559 [accessed 10/07/26].

       |   43



Around the world Christians are at increasing risk of harassment, 
arbitrary arrest and violence — churches are burnt, Christian 
women are abducted and raped, and the faithful are killed 
for their beliefs. Persecuted and Forgotten? shines a light 
on incidents where the faithful are suffering because of state 
authoritarianism or extremist attack. 
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Postfach 1209, D-61452 Königstein/Ts., Germany  
Tel: +49 6174 2910  •  Email: info@acn-intl.org

Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) is a Catholic charity bringing spiritual and practical 
help to Christians — especially those who are persecuted for their beliefs. We 
carry out our mission of reconciliation and love through local Church partners: 
supporting priests, Sisters and catechists, building churches, providing transport, 
training seminarians, and providing religious literature and media — as well as 
supplying emergency aid for Christians struggling to survive or fleeing persecution. 
ACN also advocates on behalf of suffering Christians denied a voice. Through 
prayer, information and action we are keeping the Faith alive in a troubled world.


