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CIS Advice on Safe Operation of Ancillary Church Buildings
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Making your
Parish Centre
Secure

A guide to COVID-secure Parish
Centres for clergy, staff and volunteers

Parish Centres are safe to work in and to
visit despite the continued prevalence of
Covid-19.

Our Objectives All those who use Parish Centres know
how to behave safely in an environment

are to ensure where Covid-19 remains endemic to help
that - keep themselves and others safe.

The Parish and Diocese discharge their
duties under health and safety legislation
to minimise the risks of incidents and
claims.

Please ensure you refer to the rules for your
jurisdiction and local area, and only open your
Parish Centre when you are permitted by law
to do so.

EnSl_'I g & Making and keeping a Parish Centre Covid-
Covid-secure secure for the protection of all who participate

Pa rish Centre in the life of the parish is everyone’s mission,
and there are four key areas to address.

These four areas are shown on the next page.
Each area has several steps to complete and on
the following pages those steps are explained,
with links to further guidance and templates.




Covid risk assessments have been
completed, control measures are in
place and reviewed regularly.
Processes for entry/exit,

meetings, activities, toilets and
refreshments are Covid secure.
Systems for track and trace have,
been enabled and a QR code is

2. People
displayed at the premises.

Consideration is given to the 4 v P reval | In g 3 v Th I rd
R number and hospital conditions Parties
admission rates and the

prevalence of the virus in the

local area.

An appropriate response will be

made to outbreaks associated

with your premises or activities.

1. The Premises

Clergy, staff and volunteers have
been trained and understand they
have a responsibility to keep
others safe. People know to
self-isolate if symptomatic

and to adhere to all

precautions, whether

vaccinated or not.

Signed hiring agreements

are in place and evidence

of hirers’ insurance cover

has been obtained. Hirers
understand their responsibilities
and agree to adhere to the
parish’s Covid-secure procedures
when using the premises.

Make your buildings safe to work'in-and visit

TIP: Don’t forget your usual risk assessments and building inspections, it’s not just about Covid

See our 10 Tips on the next page

10 Tips to Help méke your Buildings Safe



https://www.gov.uk/create-coronavirus-qr-poster
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/maintaining-records-of-staff-customers-and-visitors-to-support-nhs-test-and-trace
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/staying-covid-19-secure-in-2020-notice
https://catholicinsuranceservice.co.uk/member-login/

2. People :
Key behaviours to keep everyone safe

TIP: You could have a Zoom/Teams meeting to share your assessments and procedures with
staff/volunteers and ask for feedback to ensure everyone feels safe.

3. Third Parties
Requirements to which they must-adhere

TIP: Consider re-opening for limited activities before hiring out your premises again to third parties or only
allowing one group to use the premises per day at first to minimise and get used to managing the risks.

TIP: if you aren’t sure what to ask for, contact Catholic Insurance Service.

4. Prevailing Conditions
Be mindful of local epidemiology



https://coronavirusresources.phe.gov.uk/resources/posters/
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/
https://catholicinsuranceservice.co.uk/member-login/
https://catholicinsuranceservice.co.uk/member-login/
https://catholicinsuranceservice.co.uk/member-login/

Further Guidance
Helpful sources of information

[Enter details of diocesan H&S contacts/external consultants or the HSE]
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