 	The Year of the Word
	Grant Application Pack




[image: ]


[image: ]



'What good is it, my brothers and sisters, 
if you say you have faith but do not have works? 
Can faith save you?' 
James 2.14



2020: The God who Speaks: The Year of the Word 
In 2020 Catholics in England and Wales will be celebrating, living and sharing God‘s word with an exciting new Scripture initiative. 

In partnership with Bible Society, The God who Speaks: The Year of the Word is a creative opportunity to enrich current practice and to explore new ways of engaging with the Bible. Throughout 2020, there will be a range of events, activities and resources to participate in all around the country. 

To help achieve transformation in our hearts and in our communities there will be three themes: celebrating, living and sharing God’s word.

Grants programme
As part of our campaign objectives, we are offering a small number of grants to help fund innovative projects that inspire and encourage individuals and communities to engage with Scripture. 

There will be two funding rounds for our Year of the Word grants.

First funding round				
Opens: 1 October 2019				
Closes: 2 December 2019				
Outcome: 20 December 2019			

Second funding round
Opens: 27 January 2020
Closes: 6 March 2020
Outcome: 23 March 2020



Funding streams
There are two funding streams. 
We invite applications for either stream A or stream B below.


Stream A: Engaging Catholics with a disability 
This stream of grant funding offers £1,000 for Scripture-based projects that equip and enable Catholics with a disability to engage with the Bible.

The description ‘disability’ broadly includes physical and mental disabilities but does not include language translation facilities.

In particular, projects will be expected to:
· Address the needs of a definable group of Catholics with a disability
· Identify how this group is currently being supported, and how the project will improve this support
· Be rooted in Scripture, with engagement with the Bible at its heart while being fresh and innovative
· Have a clearly defined impact on this group of people, with a way of measuring that impact before and after the project


Stream B: Creative scriptural projects
This stream offers funding to dioceses for Scripture-based projects that encourage an exploration of the Scriptures in a creative, innovative and sustainable way.  

In particular, projects will be expected to:
· Respond to the particular need of a definable group or network of Catholics in your diocese
· Explore how this group or network is currently being supported, and how the project will improve this support
· Be rooted in Scripture, with engagement with the Bible at its heart, while being fresh and innovative
· Have a clearly defined impact on this group of people, with a way of measuring that impact before and after the project



Funding criteria
We are inviting applications that fit any of the following criteria in 1,2 or 3 below. 
All projects need to show a reflection of the needs of a particular group from within the diocese, and how this group’s needs could be addressed more effectively as they engage with Scripture. Funded projects will also be required to demonstrate long-term benefits to this audience, with a sustainable output that exists beyond 2020.

All applications should include the involvement of a volunteer Scripture Champion in the diocese, who will collaborate on the project and be responsible for promoting the impact of Bible engagement more widely throughout the diocese.

Criterion 1: Celebrating God’s word
This area focuses on projects that help Catholics to celebrate Scripture in new ways, enriching our worshipping and spiritual communities. 

Criterion 2: Living God’s word
This area focuses on projects that help Catholics to live out scriptural values in their community, or which address an injustice, enriching our social action and outreach.

Criterion 3: Sharing God’s word
This area focuses on projects that help Catholics to share Scripture with those distant from or unengaged with the Bible, enriching our evangelisation, formation and proclamation.

Application criteria
All applications will be assessed on the relevance of the Bible to the project and the following criteria:
· the completeness in the application and evidence of how the project will further the Year of the Word campaign objectives, specifically the funding criteria of Celebrating God’s Word, Living God’s Word, or Sharing God’s Word
· the detail provided about the planned audience(s) affected by the project
· the specific and measureable impact of the project
· the lasting impact of the project in helping people to engage with Scripture

Before applying, projects will need to be authorised by the corresponding Diocesan Bishop.

Applicants will be required to submit a project proposal, focusing on the aims, audience and impact of the project. Particular care should be taken to ensure this proposal identifies how the proposed project will:
· support the aims of the Year of the Word Campaign
· benefit the suggested audience
· be implemented within the diocese, including specific actions, and how success will be measured

In addition, applicants will need to submit a Grants’ Application Form, which includes information such as:
· name and address of project lead
· diocese applying, and the Bishop’s authorisation
· how your grant will be used in detail using a spreadsheet
· details of any funds from other sources, including any organisations already or planning to partner with the project

What we won’t fund
· People’s salaries
· Projects that do not have a convincing scriptural basis
· Projects for audiences outside of England and Wales
· Projects that lack sustainability beyond 2020
· Projects that cannot be replicated in another diocese


Application process

The Year of the Word Planning Team will review all applications within two weeks of the funding round closing date as detailed on page 2 of this document.

Once applications have been reviewed against the funding criteria, the Year of the Word Planning Team will write to the project lead to confirm if they have been successful.

If projects have been successful, payment terms will be confirmed upon confirmation. 
If unsuccessful, some projects may be asked to clarify or elaborate on further areas, and resubmit their application.

Further information as to why applications have not been successful can also be requested.

Terms and conditions of funding

1. Funding terms

1.1. The grant may only be used for the funding of capital costs related to the project. It cannot be used to cover revenue costs, such as salaries.

1.2. The grant will only be paid on receipt of a signed Grant Acceptance Form.

1.3. Grants will be paid directly to the project and not to individuals. Applicants are required to ensure their project or diocese invoices Bible Society (the charity administering the grants) at the agreed time.

1.4. Recipients must acknowledge the Year of the Word and Bible Society as key partners in the project, including displaying the relevant logos appropriately on all materials associated with the project, including promotional and marketing materials, advertising etc. The logos will be supplied to all successful applicants.

1.5. Not bring the Year of the Word campaign and grants, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, or Bible Society into dispute in any way including but not limited to use of blasphemous or offensive materials, misuse of any branding or funds etc. from these organisations

1.6. Acknowledge that should the project bring any of the organisations listed in 1.5. into disrepute, the recipient will repay any and all monies granted under this agreement, and may be liable for civil prosecution dependant on the severity of any breach of the above clause.

1.7. To understand that the Year of the Word Campaign may withdraw funding or require the project to return all or part of the funding should there be any breach of this or other agreements.

1.8. Details of the project, including names, location etc., may be used in publicity by The God who Speaks: The Year of the Word campaign, including (but not limited to) the campaign website, and the final evaluation report which will be submitted to Bible Society and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales in April 2021.


2. Project terms

2.1. The project must take place in England and/or Wales, with audiences that will benefit those living in England and/or Wales.

2.2. The Year of the Word campaign must be notified in advance should any circumstances change that were outlined in the application process.

2.3. Funding is agreed on the basis of the project application, and if for any reason how the funding is spent or the project changes, the Year of the Word Campaign must be notified in writing without delay, setting out how and why the project has changed and the impact of such changes.

2.4. Under such circumstances as above, work on the project should be suspended, insofar as the use of the funding from the grant received is concerned, until the Year of the Word has confirmed its position in relation to the revised project.

2.5. Should it become apparent that information has been falsely provided, funding may also be withdrawn. Funding may be withdrawn should the project or organisation delivering become insolvent, or enter administration, receivership or liquidation.

2.6. [bookmark: _GoBack]All projects must submit a report at the end of 2020, completed following the guidelines issued by the Year of the Word Planning Team. A copy of an approved annual report and accounts for each financial year during the period of the grant must also be provided.

2.7. Accurate and comprehensive financial records of the spending of the grant must be kept, and these should be submitted along with the annual report. The grant should also be specifically acknowledged within your annual accounts for the years in which it was received and expended.

By signing and returning the Grant Acceptance form when issued, you accept these terms and conditions, along with others agreed as part of the application approval. Failure to adhere to these terms and conditions may result in the withdrawal of funding.












Grant Application Guidelines
How to apply
Applicants should use the application form on this website to apply for funding. This form will appear on this website during the period of the two funding round dates advertised. We do not accept applications through the post or after our two deadline dates.
The online application form requires applicants to provide details about both their organisation and the project, including: 
· A full project description, outlining the plan of action and chief activities following the criteria set out regarding the two funding streams A and B and the three funding themes and criteria
· The need for the project
· Projected short-term outcomes and long-term impacts of the project
· Estimated numbers of actual beneficiaries 
· A full breakdown of the project costs
· Supporting documents, including your organisation's constitution, article or memorandum of understanding, as well as the most recent annual accounts
· Quotes for any single items costing over £1,000.
· Details of two contactable referees for your organisation and your bishop’s authorisation
Applicants will receive the outcome by email by either 20 December 2019 or 23 March 2020. 
If successful, applicants must then return a funding agreement and their organisation's bank details on headed paper before payment will be made using the Grant Agreement letter and acceptance form on this website. 
Upon completion of the project, all grant-holders must then complete an evaluation form. This is available to download in this section of this website.
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